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In Bewitching Russian Opera: The Tsarina from State to Stage, author Inna Naroditskaya investigates the
musical lives of four female monarchs who ruled Russia for most of the eighteenth century: Catherine I,
Anna, Elizabeth, and Catherine the Great. Engaging with ethnomusicological, historical, and philological
approaches, her study traces the tsarinas' deeply invested interest in musical drama, as each built theaters,
established drama schools, commissioned operas and ballets, and themselves wrote and produced musical
plays. Naroditskaya examines the creative output of the tsarinas across the contexts in which they worked
and lived, revealing significant connections between their personal creative aspirations and contemporary
musical-theatrical practices, and the political and state affairs conducted during their reigns.

Through contemporary performance theory, she demonstrates how the opportunity for role-playing and
costume-changing in performative spaces allowed individuals to cross otherwise rigid boundaries of class
and gender. A close look at a series of operas and musical theater productions--from Catherine the Great's
fairy tale operas to Tchaikovsky's Pique Dame--illuminates the transition of these royal women from
powerful political and cultural figures during their own reigns, to a marginalized and unreal Other under the
patriarchal dominance of the subsequent period. These tsarinas successfully fostered the concept of a modern
nation and collective national identity, only to then have their power and influence undone in Russian
cultural consciousness through the fairy-tales operas of the 19th century that positioned tsarinas as "magical"
and dangerous figures rightfully displaced and conquered--by triumphant heroes on the stage, and by the new
patriarchal rulers in the state. Ultimately, this book demonstrates that the theater served as an experimental
space for these imperial women, in which they rehearsed, probed, and formulated gender and class roles, and
performed on the musical stage political ambitions and international conquests which they would later enact
on the world stage itself.
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From reader reviews:

Billy Reynolds:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book has different
type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really reading whatever
they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Bewitching Russian Opera: The Tsarina from State to Stage.

Donald Howard:

This Bewitching Russian Opera: The Tsarina from State to Stage usually are reliable for you who want to be
a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Bewitching Russian Opera: The Tsarina from State to
Stage can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at
food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Bewitching Russian Opera: The Tsarina from State to Stage giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Clayton Medina:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a book. It is
really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day every day to reading
a publication. The book Bewitching Russian Opera: The Tsarina from State to Stage it is quite good to read.
There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did
not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Shirley Cochran:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just in search of the Bewitching Russian Opera: The Tsarina from State to Stage when you needed
it?
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