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From Andy Warhol's Brillo boxes to provocative dung-splattered madonnas, in today's art world many
strange, even shocking, things are put on display. This often leads exasperated viewers to exclaim--is this
really art?

In this invaluable primer on aesthetics, Freeland explains why innovation and controversy are so highly
valued in art, weaving together philosophy and art theory with many engrossing examples. Writing clearly
and perceptively, she explores the cultural meanings of art in different contexts, and highlights the
continuities of tradition that stretch from modern, often sensational, works back to the ancient halls of the
Parthenon, to the medieval cathedral of Chartres, and to African nkisi nkondi fetish statues. She explores the
difficulties of interpretation, examines recent scientific research into the ways the brain perceives art, and
looks to the still-emerging worlds of art on the web, video art, art museum CD-ROMS, and much more. In
addition, Freeland guides us through the various theorists of art, from Aristotle and Kant to Baudrillard.
Lastly, throughout this nuanced account of theories, artists, and works, Freeland provides us with a rich
understanding of how cultural significance is captured in a physical medium, and why challenging our
perceptions is, and always has been, central to the whole endeavor.

It is instructive to recall that Henri Matisse himself was originally derided as a "wild beast." To horrified
critics, his bold colors and distorted forms were outrageous. A century later, what was once shocking is now
considered beautiful. And that, writes Freeland, is art.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Murray:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important usually. The book But Is It Art?: An Introduction to Art Theory has been making you to
know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The guide But Is It Art?: An Introduction to Art Theory is not only giving you much more new
information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read
your publication. Try to make relationship while using book But Is It Art?: An Introduction to Art Theory.
You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Jack Alexandre:

The particular book But Is It Art?: An Introduction to Art Theory has a lot of information on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes
some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Jose Brummitt:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication
that need more time to be go through. But Is It Art?: An Introduction to Art Theory can be your answer given
it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Daniel Gordon:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This But Is It Art?: An Introduction to Art Theory can give you a
lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer
you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have But Is It Art?: An Introduction to Art Theory.
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