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Robert Tombs’s momentous The English and Their History is both a startlingly fresh and a uniquely
inclusive account of the people who have a claim to be the oldest nation in the world. The English first came
into existence as an idea, before they had a common ruler and before the country they lived in even had a
name. They have lasted as a recognizable entity ever since, and their defining national institutions can be
traced back to the earliest years of their history.

The English have come a long way from those first precarious days of invasion and conquest, with many
spectacular changes of fortune. Their political, economic and cultural contacts have left traces for good and
ill across the world. This book describes their history and its meanings from their beginnings in the
monasteries of Northumbria and the wetlands of Wessex to the cosmopolitan energy of today’s England.
Robert Tombs draws out important threads running through the story, including participatory government,
language, law, religion, the land and the sea, and ever-changing relations with other peoples. Not the least of
these connections are the ways the English have understood their own history, have argued about it,
forgotten it and yet been shaped by it. These diverse and sometimes conflicting understandings are an
inherent part of their identity.

Rather to their surprise, as ties within the United Kingdom loosen, the English are suddenly embarking on a
new chapter. The English and Their History, the first single-volume work on this scale for more than half a
century, and which incorporates a wealth of recent scholarship, presents a challenging modern account of
this immense and continuing story, bringing out the strength and resilience of English government, the deep
patterns of division and also the persistent capacity to come together in the face of danger.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Richardson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want really feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The The English
and Their History is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Marshall Jackson:

Exactly why? Because this The English and Their History is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So ,
still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Gene Conley:

The English and Their History can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing The English and Their History although
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you
can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
imagining.

Elizabeth Walborn:

You can get this The English and Their History by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-
book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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