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Within the Circle is the first anthology to present the entire spectrum of twentieth-century African American
literary and cultural criticism. It begins with the Harlem Renaissance, continues through civil rights, the
Black Arts Movement, and on into contemporary debates of poststructuralist and black feminist theory.
Drawing on a quote from Frederick Douglass for the title of this book, Angelyn Mitchell explains in her
introduction the importance for those "within the circle" of African American literature to examine their own
works and to engage this critical canon.
The essays in this collection—many of which are not widely available today—either initiated or gave critical
definition to specific periods or movements of African American literature. They address issues such as
integration, separatism, political action, black nationalism, Afrocentricity, black feminism, as well as the role
of art, the artist, the critic, and the audience. With selections from Langston Hughes, Sterling Brown, W. E.
B. DuBois, Zora Neale Hurston, Richard Wright, James Baldwin, Toni Morrison, Barbara Smith, Alice
Walker, Henry Louis Gates, Jr., and many others, this definitive collection provides a dynamic model of the
cultural, ideological, historical, and aesthetic considerations in African American literature and literary
criticism.
A major contribution to the study of African American literature, this volume will serve as a foundation for
future work by students and scholars. Its importance will be recognized by all those interested in modern
literary theory as well as general readers concerned with the African American experience.

Selections by (partial list): Houston A. Baker, Jr., James Baldwin, Sterling Brown, Barbara Christian, W. E.
B. DuBois, Ralph Ellison, LeRoi Jones, Sarah Webster Fabio, Henry Louis Gates, Jr., W. Lawrence Hogue,
Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, Alain Locke, Deborah E. McDowell, Toni Morrison, J. Saunders
Redding, George Schuyler, Barbara Smith, Valerie Smith, Hortense J. Spillers, Robert B. Stepto, Alice
Walker, Margaret Walker, Mary Helen Washington, Richard Wright
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From reader reviews:

Luis Ray:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Within the Circle: An Anthology of African
American Literary Criticism from the Harlem Renaissance to the Present has been making you to know
about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
reserve Within the Circle: An Anthology of African American Literary Criticism from the Harlem
Renaissance to the Present is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when
you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship
while using book Within the Circle: An Anthology of African American Literary Criticism from the Harlem
Renaissance to the Present. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Samantha Williams:

This Within the Circle: An Anthology of African American Literary Criticism from the Harlem Renaissance
to the Present book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data
which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This specific Within the Circle: An
Anthology of African American Literary Criticism from the Harlem Renaissance to the Present without we
know teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry
Within the Circle: An Anthology of African American Literary Criticism from the Harlem Renaissance to
the Present can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Within the Circle: An Anthology
of African American Literary Criticism from the Harlem Renaissance to the Present having fine arrangement
in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Donna Johnson:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Within the Circle: An Anthology of African American
Literary Criticism from the Harlem Renaissance to the Present can be very good book to read. May be it may
be best activity to you.

Albert Hartley:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know



everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication Within the Circle: An Anthology of African American Literary Criticism
from the Harlem Renaissance to the Present was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If
you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like
today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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