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Familiar landmarks in hundreds of American towns, Carnegie libraries today seem far from controversial. In
Free to All, however, Abigail A. Van Slyck shows that the classical façades and symmetrical plans of these
buildings often mask a complex and contentious history.

"The whole story is told here in this book. Carnegie's wishes, the conflicts among local groups, the
architecture, development of female librarians. It's a rich and marvelous story, lovingly told."—Alicia
Browne, Journal of American Culture

"This well-written and extensively researched work is a welcome addition to the history of architecture,
librarianship, and philanthropy."—Joanne Passet, Journal of American History

"Van Slyck's book is a tremendous contribution for its keenness of scholarship and good writing and also for
its perceptive look at a familiar but misunderstood icon of the American townscape."—Howard Wight
Marshall, Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians

"[Van Slyck's] reading of the cultural coding implicit in the architectural design of the library makes a
significant contribution to our understanding of the limitations of the doctrine 'free to all.'"—Virginia
Quarterly Review
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From reader reviews:

Robert Kuehner:

The book Free to All: Carnegie Libraries & American Culture, 1890-1920 give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a
book Free to All: Carnegie Libraries & American Culture, 1890-1920 to get your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You may know everything if you like open and read a publication Free to All: Carnegie Libraries &
American Culture, 1890-1920. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia
or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Jennifer Garza:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Free to All: Carnegie
Libraries & American Culture, 1890-1920 is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

David Bruce:

The particular book Free to All: Carnegie Libraries & American Culture, 1890-1920 has a lot details on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after reading this book.

Georgia Evans:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Free to All: Carnegie Libraries & American
Culture, 1890-1920 was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Free to All:
Carnegie Libraries & American Culture, 1890-1920 has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character
on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try
to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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