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Mark Twain has been called the American Cervantes, our Homer, our Tolstoy, our Shakespeare. Ernest
Hemingway maintained that "all modern American literature comes from one book by Mark Twain called
Huckleberry Finn." President Franklin Delano Roosevelt took the phrase "New Deal" from A Connecticut
Yankee in King Arthur's Court. Twain's Gilded Age gave an entire era its name. Twain is everywhere--in ads
for Bass Ale, in episodes of "Star Trek," as a greeter in Nevada's Silver Legacy casino. Clearly, the reports of
his death have been greatly exaggerated. In Lighting Out for the Territory, Twain scholar Shelley Fisher
Fishkin blends personal narrative with reflections on history, literature, and popular culture to provide a
lively and provocative look at who Mark Twain really was, how he got to be that way, and what we do with
his legacy today.
Fishkin illuminates the many ways that America has embraced Mark Twain--from the scenes and plots of his
novels, to his famous quips, to his bushy-haired, white-suited persona. She reveals that we have constructed
a Twain often far removed from the actual writer. For instance, we travel to Hannibal, Missouri, Mark
Twain's home town, a locale that in his work is both the embodiment of the innocence of childhood and also
an emblem of hypocrisy, barbarity, and moral rot. The author spotlights the fact that Hannibal today attracts
hundreds of thousands of tourists and takes in millions yearly, by focusing on Tom Sawyer's boyhood
exploits--marble-shoots and white-washed fences--and ignoring Twain's portraits of the darker side of the
slave South. The narrative moves back and forth from modern Hannibal to antebellum Hannibal and to Mark
Twain's childhood experiences with brutality and slavery. Her exploration of those subjects in his work
shows that Tom Sawyer's fence isn't the only thing being white-washed in Hannibal. Fishkin's research
yields fresh insights into the remarkable story of how this child of slaveholders became the author of the
most powerful anti-racist novel by an American.
Whether lending his name to a pizza parlor in Louisiana, a diner in Jackson Heights, New York, or an
asteroid in outer space, whether making cameo appearances on "Cheers" and "Bonanza," or turning up in
novels as a detective or a love interest, Mark Twain's presence in contemporary culture is pervasive and
intriguing. Fishkin's wide-ranging examination of that presence demonstrates how Twain and his work echo,
ripple, and reverberate throughout our society. We learn that Walt Disney was a great fan of Twain's fiction
(in fact, "Tom Sawyer's Island" in Disneyland is the only part of the park that Disney himself designed) as is
Chuck Jones, who credits the genesis of cartoon character Wile E. Coyote to the comic description of a
coyote in Roughing It. We learn of Mark Twain impersonators (Hal Holbrook, for instance, has played
Twain in some 1,500 performances) and recent movie versions of Twain books, such as A Million to Juan.
And we discover how Twain's image can be seen in claymation, in animatronics and robotics, in virtual
reality, and on any number of home-pages on the Internet.
Lighting Out for the Territory offers an engrossing look at how Mark Twain's life and work have been
cherished, memorialized, exploited, and misunderstood. It offers a wealth of insight into Twain, into his
work, and into our nation, both past and present.
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From reader reviews:

Solomon Steward:

Lighting Out for the Territory: Reflections on Mark Twain and American Culture can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary
that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Lighting Out for the Territory: Reflections on Mark Twain and American Culture
although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-
new stage of crucial contemplating.

Sharon Rowe:

You will get this Lighting Out for the Territory: Reflections on Mark Twain and American Culture by go to
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition
can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's
try to choose correct ways for you.

Cynthia Campbell:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. From the book
Lighting Out for the Territory: Reflections on Mark Twain and American Culture we can have more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose
the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Lighting Out
for the Territory: Reflections on Mark Twain and American Culture. You can more desirable than now.

Marilynn Johnson:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Lighting Out for the Territory: Reflections on Mark
Twain and American Culture to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you
just read it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you
to like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the publication Lighting Out for the Territory: Reflections
on Mark Twain and American Culture can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and



confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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