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Cain made the first blackface turn, blackface minstrels liked to say of the first man forced to wander the
world acting out his low place in life. It wasn't the "approved" reading, but then, blackface wasn't the
"approved" culture either--yet somehow we're still dancing to its renegade tune. The story of an
insubordinate, rebellious, truly popular culture stretching from Jim Crow to hip hop is told for the first time
in Raising Cain, a provocative look at how the outcasts of official culture have made their own place in the
world.

Unearthing a wealth of long-buried plays and songs, rethinking materials often deemed too troubling or
lowly to handle, and overturning cherished ideas about classics from Uncle Tom's Cabin to Benito Cereno to
The Jazz Singer, W. T. Lhamon Jr. sets out a startlingly original history of blackface as a cultural ritual that,
for all its racist elements, was ultimately liberating. He shows that early blackface, dating back to the 1830s,
put forward an interpretation of blackness as that which endured a commonly felt scorn and often outwitted
it. To follow the subsequent turns taken by the many forms of blackface is to pursue the way modern social
shifts produce and disperse culture. Raising Cain follows these forms as they prolong and adapt folk
performance and popular rites for industrial commerce, then project themselves into the rougher modes of
postmodern life through such heirs of blackface as stand-up comedy, rock 'n' roll, talk TV, and hip hop.

Formally raising Cain in its myriad variants, blackface appears here as a racial project more radical even than
abolitionism. Lhamon's account of its provenance and persistence is a major reinterpretation of American
culture.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Skinner:

The publication with title Raising Cain: Blackface Performance from Jim Crow to Hip Hop has a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.

Kent Walker:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Raising Cain: Blackface Performance from
Jim Crow to Hip Hop publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that
may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
uncertainty Raising Cain: Blackface Performance from Jim Crow to Hip Hop as good book not only by the
cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you
still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Robert Garcia:

You can find this Raising Cain: Blackface Performance from Jim Crow to Hip Hop by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to
choose correct ways for you.

Jennifer Meeks:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Raising Cain: Blackface Performance from Jim
Crow to Hip Hop or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science
book, any other book likes Raising Cain: Blackface Performance from Jim Crow to Hip Hop to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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