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“These people, who had formerly dwelt on the shores of the Erythraean Sea, having migrated to the
Mediterranean and settled in the parts which they now inhabit, began at once, they say, to adventure on long
voyages, freighting their vessels with the wares of Egypt and Assyria...” - Herodotus

Of all the peoples of the ancient Near East, the Phoenicians are among the most recognizable but also
perhaps the least understood. The Phoenicians never built an empire like the Egyptians and Assyrians; in
fact, the Phoenicians never created a unified Phoenician state but instead existed as independent city-state
kingdoms scattered throughout the Mediterranean region. However, despite the fact there was never a
“Phoenician Empire,” the Phoenicians proved to be more prolific in their exploration and colonization than
any other peoples in world history until the Spanish during the Age of Discovery.

The Phoenicians were well-known across different civilizations throughout the ancient world, and their
influence can be felt across much of the West today because they are credited with inventing the forerunner
to the Greek alphabet, from which the Latin alphabet was directly derived. Nonetheless, the Phoenicians left
behind few written texts, so modern historians have been forced to reconstruct their past through a variety of
ancient Egyptians, Assyrian, Babylonian, Greek, and Roman sources. It’s not even clear what the
Phoenicians called themselves, because the name “Phoenician” is derived from the Greek word “phoinix”,
which possibly relates to the dyes they produced and traded (Markoe 2000, 10). The mystery of the ancient
Phoenicians is further compounded by the fact that archaeologists have only been able to excavate small
sections of the three primary Phoenician cities: Byblos, Sidon, and Tyre.

Despite the inherent problems in reconstructing Phoenician history, there are enough primary sources
available to accurately place the Phoenician people in their proper historical context within the ancient Near
East, and scholars have found that given their extensive exploration, colonization, trade, and manufacturing
(among other things), the Phoenicians deserve to be considered alongside the other well-known peoples of
antiquity.

The Phoenicians: The History and Culture of One of the Ancient World’s Most Influential Civilizations
comprehensively covers the history, culture, and lingering mysteries behind the Phoenicians, profiling their
origins and their lasting legacy.. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn
about the Phoenicians like never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

James Donovan:

The book The Phoenicians: The History and Culture of One of the Ancient World's Most Influential
Civilizations can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Why then must we leave the great thing like a book The Phoenicians: The History and Culture of One of the
Ancient World's Most Influential Civilizations? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to
share all of these. Book The Phoenicians: The History and Culture of One of the Ancient World's Most
Influential Civilizations has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can appearance the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Kenisha Perkins:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Phoenicians: The History and Culture of One of the
Ancient World's Most Influential Civilizations can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.

Lena Stubbs:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Phoenicians: The History and Culture of
One of the Ancient World's Most Influential Civilizations, you could enjoy both. It is good combination
right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still
don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Jeff Cunningham:

The book untitled The Phoenicians: The History and Culture of One of the Ancient World's Most Influential
Civilizations contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method.
The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read
this. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. It
is easy to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book



in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice go through.
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