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Recent decades have seen a dramatic shift away from social forms of gambling played around roulette
wheels and card tables to solitary gambling at electronic terminals. Slot machines, revamped by ever more
compelling digital and video technology, have unseated traditional casino games as the gambling industry's
revenue mainstay. Addiction by Design takes readers into the intriguing world of machine gambling, an
increasingly popular and absorbing form of play that blurs the line between human and machine, compulsion
and control, risk and reward.

Drawing on fifteen years of field research in Las Vegas, anthropologist Natasha Dow Schüll shows how the
mechanical rhythm of electronic gambling pulls players into a trancelike state they call the "machine zone,"
in which daily worries, social demands, and even bodily awareness fade away. Once in the zone, gambling
addicts play not to win but simply to keep playing, for as long as possible--even at the cost of physical and
economic exhaustion. In continuous machine play, gamblers seek to lose themselves while the gambling
industry seeks profit. Schüll describes the strategic calculations behind game algorithms and machine
ergonomics, casino architecture and "ambience management," player tracking and cash access systems--all
designed to meet the market's desire for maximum "time on device." Her account moves from casino floors
into gamblers' everyday lives, from gambling industry conventions and Gamblers Anonymous meetings to
regulatory debates over whether addiction to gambling machines stems from the consumer, the product, or
the interplay between the two.

Addiction by Design is a compelling inquiry into the intensifying traffic between people and machines of
chance, offering clues to some of the broader anxieties and predicaments of contemporary life. At stake in
Schüll's account of the intensifying traffic between people and machines of chance is a blurring of the line
between design and experience, profit and loss, control and compulsion.
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From reader reviews:

Neil Calvert:

This Addiction by Design: Machine Gambling in Las Vegas book is not really ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information
you will get. This particular Addiction by Design: Machine Gambling in Las Vegas without we recognize
teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
Addiction by Design: Machine Gambling in Las Vegas can bring whenever you are and not make your
carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone.
This Addiction by Design: Machine Gambling in Las Vegas having great arrangement in word and layout, so
you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Patrica Fussell:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Addiction by Design: Machine Gambling
in Las Vegas book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Christina Bishop:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
study a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The Addiction
by Design: Machine Gambling in Las Vegas provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

David Wilkens:

You can get this Addiction by Design: Machine Gambling in Las Vegas by check out the bookstore or Mall.
Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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