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For more than a decade a vicious civil war has torn the fabric of society in the West African country of Sierra
Leone, forcing thousands to flee their homes for refugee camps and others to seek peace and asylum abroad.
Sierra Leoneans have established new communities around the world, in London, Paris, New York,
Washington, D.C., and elsewhere. Yet despite the great geographic range of this diaspora and the diverse
ethnic backgrounds among Sierra Leoneans settled in the same communities abroad, these Africans have
come to understand and express their shared identity through religious rituals, social engagements, and
material culture.

In An Imagined Geography, anthropologist JoAnn D'Alisera demonstrates persuasively that the long-held
anthropological paradigms of separate, bounded, and unique communities, geographically located and neatly
localized, must be reconsidered. Studying Sierra Leonean Muslims living in greater Washington, D.C., she
shows how these immigrants maintain intense and genuine community ties through weddings, rituals, and
travel, across both vast urban spaces and national boundaries. D'Alisera examines two primary issues: Sierra
Leoneans' engagement with their homeland, to which they frequently traveled and often sent their children
for upbringing until the outbreak of the civil war; and the Sierra Leonean interaction with a diverse,
multicultural, increasingly global Muslim community that is undergoing its own search for identity.

Sierra Leoneans in America, D'Alisera observes, express a longing for home and the pain of disconnection in
powerful narratives about their country and about their own displacement. At the same time, however, self
and communal identity are shaped by a pressing need to affiliate in their adopted country with Sierra
Leoneans of all ethnic and religious backgrounds and with fellow Muslims from other parts of the world, a
process that is played out against the complex social field of the American urban landscape.
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From reader reviews:

Angie Dean:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book An Imagined Geography: Sierra
Leonean Muslims in America (Contemporary Ethnography). All type of book would you see on many
options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Mildred Wright:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the An Imagined
Geography: Sierra Leonean Muslims in America (Contemporary Ethnography) is kind of guide which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

Dana Hanley:

The book untitled An Imagined Geography: Sierra Leonean Muslims in America (Contemporary
Ethnography) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique.
The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read
that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. You
can easily read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the
book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their
official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Diana Slama:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like An Imagined Geography:
Sierra Leonean Muslims in America (Contemporary Ethnography) which is keeping the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's view.
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