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An interdisciplinary study of nationalism drawing on the events of the French Revolution.

The Paradoxes of Nationalism explores a critical stage in the development of the principle of national self-
determination: the years of the French Revolution, during which the idea of the nation was fused with that of
self-government. While scholars and historians routinely cite the French Revolution as the origin of
nationalism, they often fail to examine the implications of this connection. Chimène I. Keitner corrects this
omission by drawing on history and political theory to deepen our understanding of the historical and
normative underpinnings of national self-determination as a basis for international political order. Based on
this analysis, Keitner constructs a framework for evaluating nation-based claims in contemporary world
politics and identifies persistent theoretical and practical tensions that must be taken into account in
contemplating proposals for “civic nationalism” and alternative, nonnational models.

“…historians will welcome Keitner’s sustained analysis of the idea of the nation and be gratified to read a
compelling case for the continued relevance of a much-debated historical subject.” — Law and History
Review

“Keitner expertly blends narrative prose with pertinent (and bilingual) primary sources.” — NYU Journal of
International Law and Politics

“…the core of her account proves clarifying and instructive.” — CHOICE

“Keitner has produced an interesting work, and shown much historical knowledge and a gift for conceptual
analysis.” — Stanley Hoffmann, author of Gulliver Unbound: America’s Imperial Temptation and the War
in Iraq

“This book is a good example of the use of history to illuminate issues in political theory, and of the
contribution that a theoretical perspective can make to the understanding of history.” — Jeremy D. Popkin,
author of Revolutionary News: The Press in France, 1789–1799

Chimène I. Keitner is an independent scholar who holds a PhD in International Relations from Oxford
University.
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From reader reviews:

Maurice Neely:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Paradoxes of Nationalism: The French Revolution and Its Meaning
for Contemporary Nation Building (SUNY series in National Identities). Try to stumble through book The
Paradoxes of Nationalism: The French Revolution and Its Meaning for Contemporary Nation Building
(SUNY series in National Identities) as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you
really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The
book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make
new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Agustin Byler:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is The Paradoxes of Nationalism: The French Revolution and Its Meaning for
Contemporary Nation Building (SUNY series in National Identities) this reserve consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some study when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Norma Wilson:

You can obtain this The Paradoxes of Nationalism: The French Revolution and Its Meaning for
Contemporary Nation Building (SUNY series in National Identities) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just
simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy
this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's
try to choose proper ways for you.

Charles Holland:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book The Paradoxes of Nationalism: The French Revolution
and Its Meaning for Contemporary Nation Building (SUNY series in National Identities) was multi-colored
and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Paradoxes of Nationalism: The French



Revolution and Its Meaning for Contemporary Nation Building (SUNY series in National Identities) has
many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company
Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you
bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try
to like reading that.
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