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On January 24, 1791, President George Washington chose the site for the young nation’s capital: ten miles
square, it stretched from the highest point of navigation on the Potomac River, and encompassed the ports of
Georgetown and Alexandria. From the moment the federal government moved to the District of Columbia in
December 1800, Washington has been central to American identity and life. Shaped by politics and intrigue,
poverty and largess, contradictions and compromises, Washington has been, from its beginnings, the stage
on which our national dramas have played out.

In Washington, the historian Tom Lewis paints a sweeping portrait of the capital city whose internal conflicts
and promise have mirrored those of America writ large. Breathing life into the men and women who
struggled to help the city realize its full potential, he introduces us to the mercurial French artist who created
an ornate plan for the city “en grande”; members of the nearly forgotten anti-Catholic political party who
halted construction of the Washington monument for a quarter century; and the cadre of congressmen who
maintained segregation and blocked the city’s progress for decades. In the twentieth century Washington’s
Mall and streets would witness a Ku Klux Klan march, the violent end to the encampment of World War I
“Bonus Army” veterans, the 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, and the painful rebuilding of
the city in the wake of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s assassination.

“It is our national center,” Frederick Douglass once said of Washington, DC; “it belongs to us, and whether it
is mean or majestic, whether arrayed in glory or covered in shame, we cannot but share its character and its
destiny.” Interweaving the story of the city’s physical transformation with a nuanced account of its political,
economic, and social evolution, Lewis tells the powerful history of Washington, DC—the site of our nation’s
highest ideals and some of our deepest failures.
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From reader reviews:

Helga Lever:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded
place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for
a while is reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you that Washington: A History of Our
National City book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Anna Wright:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject
Washington: A History of Our National City suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this
era. The book untitled Washington: A History of Our National Cityis the one of several books which
everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the
simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Julie Nealy:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One
of many books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually Washington: A History of Our National
City. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Dennis Ross:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This e-book Washington: A History of Our National City was filled regarding
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people
has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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