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Freedom of religion did not come easily to Cuba or Puerto Rico. Only after the arrival of American troops
during the Spanish-American War were non-Catholics permitted to practice their religions openly and to
proselytize. When government efforts to ensure freedom of worship began, reformers on both islands
rejoiced, believing that an era of regeneration and modernization was upon them. But as new laws went into
effect, critics voiced their dismay at the rise of popular religions. Reinaldo L. Roman explores the changing
relationship between regulators and practitioners in neocolonial Cuba and Puerto Rico.

Spiritism, Santeria, and other African-derived traditions were typically characterized in sensational fashion
by the popular press as "a plague of superstition." Examining seven episodes between 1898 and the Cuban
Revolution when the public demanded official actions against "misbelief," Roman finds that when outbreaks
of superstition were debated, matters of citizenship were usually at stake. He links the circulation of
spectacular charges of witchcraft and miracle-making to anxieties surrounding newly expanded citizenries
that included people of color. Governing Spirits also contributes to the understanding of vernacular religions
by moving beyond questions of national or traditional origins to illuminate how boundaries among hybrid
practices evolved in a process of historical contingencies.
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From reader reviews:

Victor Elam:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this Governing Spirits: Religion,
Miracles, and Spectacles in Cuba and Puerto Rico, 1898-1956 book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Martha Albarado:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take Governing Spirits: Religion, Miracles, and Spectacles in Cuba and
Puerto Rico, 1898-1956 as your daily resource information.

Willie Coffey:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially
book entitled Governing Spirits: Religion, Miracles, and Spectacles in Cuba and Puerto Rico, 1898-1956
your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion
and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Governing Spirits: Religion, Miracles, and
Spectacles in Cuba and Puerto Rico, 1898-1956 giving you another experience more than blown away your
mind but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning
a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

David Dabbs:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Governing Spirits: Religion, Miracles, and Spectacles in Cuba and Puerto Rico, 1898-
1956 we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must like to
read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life



with this book Governing Spirits: Religion, Miracles, and Spectacles in Cuba and Puerto Rico, 1898-1956.
You can more appealing than now.
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