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This book is a study of signs in American literature and culture. It is mainly about electric signs, but also
deals with non-electric signs and related phenomena, such as movie sets. The "sign" is considered in both the
architectural and semiotic senses of the word. It is argued that the drama and spectacle of the electric sign
called attention to the semiotic implications of the "sign." In fiction, poetry, and commentary, the electric
sign became a "sign" of manifold meanings that this book explores: a sign of the city, a sign of America, a
sign of the twentieth century, a sign of modernism, a sign of postmodernism, a sign of noir, a sign of
naturalism, a sign of the beats, a sign of signs systems (the Bible to Broadway), a sign of tropes (the Great
White way to the neon jungle), a sign of the writers themselves, a sign of the sign itself.

If Moby Dick is the great American novel, then it is also the great American novel about signs, as the
prologue maintains. The chapters that follow demonstrate that the sign is indeed a "sign" of American
literature. After the electric sign was invented, it influenced Stephen Crane to become a nightlight
impressionist and Theodore Dreiser to make the "fire sign" his metaphor for the city. An actual Broadway
sign might have inspired F. Scott Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby. In Manhattan Transfer and U.S.A., John
Dos Passos portrayed America as just a spectacular sign. William Faulkner's electric signs are full of sound
and fury signifying modernity. The Last Tycoon was a sign of Fitzgerald's decline. The signs of noir can be
traced to Poe's "The Man of the Crowd." Absence flickers in the neons of Raymond Chandler's Los Angeles.
The death of God haunts the neon wilderness of Nelson Algren. Hitler's "empire" was an non-intentional
parody of Nathanael West's California. The beats reinvented Times Square in their own image. Jack
Kerouac's search for the center of Saturday night was a quest for transcendence.
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From reader reviews:

Holley Shipman:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important for people. The book Signs of the Signs: The Literary Lights of
Incandescence and Neon had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can
take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Signs of the Signs: The Literary Lights of
Incandescence and Neon is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship with the book Signs of the Signs: The Literary Lights of Incandescence and Neon. You never
truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Paul Heisler:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Signs of the Signs: The Literary
Lights of Incandescence and Neon book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Gerald Wright:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Signs of the Signs:
The Literary Lights of Incandescence and Neon which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's find.

Mary Gobeil:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
So you know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by
book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these
claims Signs of the Signs: The Literary Lights of Incandescence and Neon.
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