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In a perplexing passage from the Gospel of John, Jesus is likened to the most reviled creature in Christian
symbology: the snake. Attempting to understand how the Fourth Evangelist could have made such a
surprising analogy, James H. Charlesworth has spent nearly a decade combing through the vast array of
references to serpents in the ancient world—from the Bible and other religious texts to ancient statuary and
jewelry. Charlesworth has arrived at a surprising conclusion: not only was the serpent a widespread symbol
throughout the world, but its meanings were both subtle and varied. In fact, the serpent of ancient times was
more often associated with positive attributes like healing and eternal life than it was with negative
meanings.

This groundbreaking book explores in plentiful detail the symbol of the serpent from 40,000 BCE to the
present, and from diverse regions in the world. In doing so it emphasizes the creativity of the biblical
authors’ use of symbols and argues that we must today reexamine our own archetypal conceptions with
comparable creativity.
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From reader reviews:

Emil Townsend:

The book The Good and Evil Serpent: How a Universal Symbol Became Christianized (The Anchor Yale
Bible Reference Library) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much
more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with
your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Good and Evil Serpent: How a Universal Symbol
Became Christianized (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library) being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able
to know everything if you like open up and read a book The Good and Evil Serpent: How a Universal
Symbol Became Christianized (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library). Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Stacey Eades:

The ability that you get from The Good and Evil Serpent: How a Universal Symbol Became Christianized
(The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library) is a more deep you excavating the information that hide into the
words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The
Good and Evil Serpent: How a Universal Symbol Became Christianized (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference
Library) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that
can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand
then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that
The Good and Evil Serpent: How a Universal Symbol Became Christianized (The Anchor Yale Bible
Reference Library) instantly.

Penny Risley:

This The Good and Evil Serpent: How a Universal Symbol Became Christianized (The Anchor Yale Bible
Reference Library) are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
explanation of this The Good and Evil Serpent: How a Universal Symbol Became Christianized (The Anchor
Yale Bible Reference Library) can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge.
This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this The Good and Evil Serpent: How a Universal Symbol Became
Christianized (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library) giving you an enormous of experience including
rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.



William McCown:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
By book The Good and Evil Serpent: How a Universal Symbol Became Christianized (The Anchor Yale
Bible Reference Library) we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative
person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become
doubt to change your life by this book The Good and Evil Serpent: How a Universal Symbol Became
Christianized (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library). You can more inviting than now.
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