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In the spring of 2006, my friend, the pianist Verona Maier from the Bucharest National University of Music
was seeking for a novel subject for her soon to be written doctoral thesis. In the following discussions I
asked her if interpreters really know why they chose a tempo or another in scores that present no such
specific indications. As "interpretative tradition" and "good taste" were her first handy answers, I replied that
I could describe to her, in detail, why we are prone to chose a specific tempo for a specific piece of music –
and that our decisions are actually governed by deep cognitive phenomena that I was willing to make her
aware of. In the following week I mapped out for her all the time-related perceptual thresholds (see below)
discovered and substantiated in the past decades by experimental psychologists and cognitive musicologists.
A few months later Prof. Maier was able to produce the first results. She had the patience to notate all the
tempi chosen by seven illustrious interpreters of Bach's Well Tempered Clavier and relate these to the
cognitive conditioning I had previously made her aware of. First she would chose a specific Prelude or
Fugue, make a thorough temporal analysis (both historical and perceptual) and decide which threshold(s)
should be better served and which is, from this point of view, the best tempo choice. She would then
compare the result with the seven mentioned interpretations and draw the necessary conclusions. In the fall
of 2006, Prof. Maier's doctoral thesis received a summa cum laudae and made me wonder if more musicians
should be made aware of the perceptual thresholds system that amongst other things constituted the basis of
such a fine doctoral dissertation. I will now present a list of 10 facts regarding the way human brain
processes (musical) duration. If you previously had no idea about the concepts listed below, perhaps "The
music of the Temporalists" might stir your interest. (1.) Isochronous tempi around and below 50 milliseconds
(ms) are perceived as a crepitus sensation (crackling) and cannot create manageable rhythmical patterns.
(Crepitus threshold.) (2.) Rhythmisation becomes possible only for isochronous tempi whose pulsations last
for cca. 100 ms or more. (Rhythmization threshold.) (3.) Human brain cannot place more than one subjective
accent in a cca. 200 ms timespan. (Accentuation threshold.) (4.) The perceptual "now" lasts for about 180-
200 ms. (Temporal now threshold.) (5.)  The cca. 200 ms duration marks the first timespan that allows for
attention shift. (Attention shift threshold.) (6.) The cca. 240-250 ms per pulsation marks the threshold
between holistic and note-to-note processing of isochronicities. (Note-to-note processing threshold.) (7.) The
cca. 400 ms duration is the first timespan that allows for a sustainable rate of attention shift. (Sustainable rate
of attention shift threshold.) (8.) The cca. 600 ms duration coincides with the average rate of human attention
shift. (Natural rate of attention shift threshold.) (9.) Starting with cca. 800 ms per pulsation, humans perceive
a temporal surplus (or gap) that becomes the dominant feature for pulsations lasting more than cca. 1000 ms.
(Temporal gap threshold.) (10.) Isochronous tempi starting with cca. 2000 ms per pulsation become more
and more hard to synchronize. (Synchronicity threshold.) All these perceptual thresholds and values
(expressed in milliseconds) may sound as many abstractions but when applied to actual music they may help
musicologists see what the "temporality" of a specific rhythmical surface is really made of. "The music of
the Temporalists", the book I announce with this e-mail, presents in an approachable and simplified way all
the mentioned thresholds and comments upon their musical implications. Some believe that such knowledge
should become part of the theoretical background of every musician. It is for you to decide if that is so.
Andrei Pogorilowski
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Tubbs:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Alegerea tempourilor: (Johann Sebastian Bach)
(Romanian Edition). Try to stumble through book Alegerea tempourilor: (Johann Sebastian Bach)
(Romanian Edition) as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside that
of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes
you a lot more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Harriet White:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Alegerea tempourilor: (Johann
Sebastian Bach) (Romanian Edition) book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

James Floyd:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time
those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then you buy it
as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not happen in
you if you take Alegerea tempourilor: (Johann Sebastian Bach) (Romanian Edition) as the daily resource
information.

Patricia Coulter:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Alegerea tempourilor: (Johann Sebastian Bach) (Romanian Edition) your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get previous to. The Alegerea tempourilor: (Johann Sebastian Bach) (Romanian Edition)
giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will



be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting
spare time activity?
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