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After the fall of the Taliban, instability reigned across Afghanistan. However, in the small town of Istalif,
located a little over an hour north of Kabul and not far from Bagram on the Shomali Plain, local politics
remained relatively violence-free. Bazaar Politics examines this seemingly paradoxical situation, exploring
how the town's local politics maintained peace despite a long, violent history in a country dealing with a
growing insurgency.

At the heart of this story are the Istalifi potters, skilled craftsmen trained over generations. With workshops
organized around extended families and competition between workshops strong, kinship relations become
political and subtle negotiations over power and authority underscore most interactions. Starting from this
microcosm, Noah Coburn then investigates power and relationships at various levels, from the potters'
families; to the local officials, religious figures, and former warlords; and ultimately to the international
community and NGO workers.

Offering the first long-term on-the-ground study since the arrival of allied forces in 2001, Noah Coburn
introduces readers to daily life in Afghanistan through portraits of local residents and stories of his own
experiences. He reveals the ways in which the international community has misunderstood the forces driving
local conflict and the insurgency, misunderstandings that have ultimately contributed to the political unrest
rather than resolved it. Though on first blush the potters of Istalif may seem far removed from international
affairs, it is only through understanding politics, power, and culture on the local level that we can then shed
new light on Afghanistan's difficult search for peace.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Marshall:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Bazaar Politics: Power and Pottery in an
Afghan Market Town (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and I) will make you to end up being smarter.
You can feel more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or
reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you
seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Alma Young:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Bazaar Politics: Power and Pottery in an Afghan Market Town (Stanford
Studies in Middle Eastern and I) book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will
find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving Bazaar Politics: Power and Pottery in an Afghan
Market Town (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and I) content conveys the idea easily to understand by
many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it.
So , do you nevertheless thinking Bazaar Politics: Power and Pottery in an Afghan Market Town (Stanford
Studies in Middle Eastern and I) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Deborah Hayes:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Bazaar Politics: Power and Pottery in an
Afghan Market Town (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and I) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Paulette Preston:

This Bazaar Politics: Power and Pottery in an Afghan Market Town (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and
I) usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this Bazaar
Politics: Power and Pottery in an Afghan Market Town (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and I) can be
among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed
anyone with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you
can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
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forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking
that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.
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