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The Battle of Antietam, fought on September 17, 1862, was the bloodiest single day in American history,
with more than 6,000 soldiers killed--four times the number lost on D-Day, and twice the number killed in
the September 11th terrorist attacks. In Crossroads of Freedom, America's most eminent Civil War historian,
James M. McPherson, paints a masterful account of this pivotal battle, the events that led up to it, and its
aftermath.

As McPherson shows, by September 1862 the survival of the United States was in doubt. The Union had
suffered a string of defeats, and Robert E. Lee's army was in Maryland, poised to threaten Washington. The
British government was openly talking of recognizing the Confederacy and brokering a peace between North
and South. Northern armies and voters were demoralized. And Lincoln had shelved his proposed edict of
emancipation months before, waiting for a victory that had not come--that some thought would never come.

Both Confederate and Union troops knew the war was at a crossroads, that they were marching toward a
decisive battle. It came along the ridges and in the woods and cornfields between Antietam Creek and the
Potomac River. Valor, misjudgment, and astonishing coincidence all played a role in the outcome.
McPherson vividly describes a day of savage fighting in locales that became forever famous--The Cornfield,
the Dunkard Church, the West Woods, and Bloody Lane. Lee's battered army escaped to fight another day,
but Antietam was a critical victory for the Union. It restored morale in the North and kept Lincoln's party in
control of Congress. It crushed Confederate hopes of British intervention. And it freed Lincoln to deliver the
Emancipation Proclamation, which instantly changed the character of the war.

McPherson brilliantly weaves these strands of diplomatic, political, and military history into a compact,
swift-moving narrative that shows why America's bloodiest day is, indeed, a turning point in our history.
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From reader reviews:

Dustin Singh:

The book Crossroads of Freedom: Antietam (Pivotal Moments in American History) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a
good thing like a book Crossroads of Freedom: Antietam (Pivotal Moments in American History)? Several
of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that,
you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Crossroads of Freedom: Antietam
(Pivotal Moments in American History) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

George Walker:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Crossroads of
Freedom: Antietam (Pivotal Moments in American History) book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Edward Suniga:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you go through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve
your knowledge, because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Crossroads of Freedom: Antietam (Pivotal Moments in American History)
provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Julia Watkins:

This Crossroads of Freedom: Antietam (Pivotal Moments in American History) is brand-new way for you
who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
Crossroads of Freedom: Antietam (Pivotal Moments in American History) can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that
in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a



e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.
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