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"A wonderful introduction the Japanese tradition of jisei, this volume is crammed with exquisite,
spontaneous verse and pity, often hilarious, descriptions of the eccentric and committed monastics who
wrote the poems." —Tricycle: The Buddhist Review

Although the consciousness of death is, in most cultures, very much a part of life, this is perhaps nowhere
more true than in Japan, where the approach of death has given rise to a centuries-old tradition of writing
jisei, or the "death poem." Such a poem is often written in the very last moments of the poet's life.

Hundreds of Japanese death poems, many with a commentary describing the circumstances of the poet's
death, have been translated into English here, the great majority of them for the first time. Yoel Hoffmann
explores the attitudes and customs surrounding death in historical and present-day Japan, and gives examples
of how these have been reflected in the nation's literature in general. The development of writing jisei is then
examined—from the poems of longing of the early nobility and the more "masculine" verses of the samurai
to the satirical death poems of later centuries.

Zen Buddhist ideas about death are also described as a preface to the collection of Chinese death poems by
Zen monks that are also included. Finally, the last section contains three hundred twenty haiku, some of
which have never been assembled before, in English translation and romanized in Japanese.
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From reader reviews:

Jo Lee:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Japanese Death
Poems: Written by Zen Monks and Haiku Poets on the Verge of Death suitable to you? Often the book was
written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled Japanese Death Poems: Written by Zen Monks
and Haiku Poets on the Verge of Deathis the main one of several books this everyone read now. This book
was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that
you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily
to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now.
To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Keven Peterson:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
is definitely Japanese Death Poems: Written by Zen Monks and Haiku Poets on the Verge of Death.

Pauline Lipman:

The book untitled Japanese Death Poems: Written by Zen Monks and Haiku Poets on the Verge of Death
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very simple
to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous
author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book because
you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Clyde Miller:

You will get this Japanese Death Poems: Written by Zen Monks and Haiku Poets on the Verge of Death by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed
but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking
because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to
get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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