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Woodrow Wilson, a practicing academic historian before he took to politics, defined the importance of
history: "A nation which does not know what it was yesterday, does not know what it is today." He, like
many men of his generation, wanted to impose a version of America's founding identity: it was a land of the
free and a home of the brave. But not the braves. Or the slaves. Or the disenfranchised women. So the history
of Wilson's generation omitted a significant proportion of the population in favor of a perspective that was
predominantly white, male and Protestant.

That flaw would become a fissure and eventually a schism. A new history arose which, written in part by
radicals and liberals, had little use for the noble and the heroic, and that rankled many who wanted a
celebratory rather than a critical history. To this combustible mixture of elements was added the flame of
public debate. History in the 1990s was a minefield of competing passions, political views and prejudices. It
was dangerous ground, and, at the end of the decade, four of the nation's most respected and popular
historians were almost destroyed by it: Michael Bellesiles, Doris Kearns Goodwin, Stephen Ambrose and
Joseph Ellis.

This is their story, set against the wider narrative of the writing of America's history. It may be, as Flaubert
put it, that "Our ignorance of history makes us libel our own times." To which he could have added: falsify,
plagiarize and politicize, because that's the other story of America's history.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvia Harrington:

Typically the book Past Imperfect: Facts, Fictions, Fraud American History from Bancroft and Parkman to
Ambrose, Bellesiles, Ellis, and Goodwin will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Past Imperfect: Facts, Fictions, Fraud American History from Bancroft and
Parkman to Ambrose, Bellesiles, Ellis, and Goodwin is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get
the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Samantha Bond:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Past Imperfect: Facts, Fictions, Fraud American History from Bancroft and Parkman to
Ambrose, Bellesiles, Ellis, and Goodwin the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just
before. The Past Imperfect: Facts, Fictions, Fraud American History from Bancroft and Parkman to
Ambrose, Bellesiles, Ellis, and Goodwin giving you an additional experience more than blown away the
mind but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking
at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Philip Mejia:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Past Imperfect: Facts, Fictions, Fraud American
History from Bancroft and Parkman to Ambrose, Bellesiles, Ellis, and Goodwin can give you a lot of friends
because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Past Imperfect: Facts, Fictions, Fraud American History from Bancroft
and Parkman to Ambrose, Bellesiles, Ellis, and Goodwin.

Karl Wolfe:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
named of book Past Imperfect: Facts, Fictions, Fraud American History from Bancroft and Parkman to
Ambrose, Bellesiles, Ellis, and Goodwin. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it
could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must



aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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