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“War presidents” are hardly exceptional in modern American history. To a greater or lesser extent, every
president since Wilson has been a War President. Each has committed our country to the pursuit of peace,
yet involved us in a seemingly endless series of wars—conflicts that the American foreign policy
establishment has generally made worse. The chief reason, argues Angelo Codevilla in Advice to War
Presidents, is that America’s leaders have habitually imagined the world as they wished it to be rather than
as it is: They acted under the assumptions that war is not a normal tool of statecraft but a curable disease, and
that all the world’s peoples wish to live as Americans do. As a result, our leaders have committed America to
the grandest of ends while constantly subverting their own goals.

Employing many negative examples from the Bush II administration but also ranging widely over the last
century, Advice to War Presidents offers a primer on the unchanging principles of foreign policy. Codevilla
explains the essentials—focusing on realities such as diplomacy, alliances, war, economic statecraft,
intelligence, and prestige, rather than on meaningless phrases like “international community,”
“peacekeeping” and “collective security.” Not a realist, neoconservative, or a liberal internationalist,
Codevilla follows an older tradition: that of historians like Thucydides, Herodotus, and Winston
Churchill—writers who analyzed international affairs without imposing false categories.

Advice to War Presidents is an effort to talk our future presidents down from their rhetorical highs and get
them to practice statecraft rather than wishful thinking, lest they give us further violence.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Sanchez:

The book Advice to War Presidents: A Remedial Course in Statecraft can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Advice to War
Presidents: A Remedial Course in Statecraft? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one
aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book Advice to War Presidents: A Remedial Course in Statecraft has simple shape nevertheless, you know:
it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Marie Daugherty:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this
Advice to War Presidents: A Remedial Course in Statecraft.

Susan Tarin:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Advice to War Presidents: A Remedial Course in Statecraft
why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone.
The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

Regina Schubert:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Advice to War Presidents: A Remedial Course
in Statecraft to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a
book and read it. Beside that the publication Advice to War Presidents: A Remedial Course in Statecraft can



to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of
their time.
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