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Why do African writers choose to describe pain in their novels, memoirs and travelogues? What purpose
could such descriptions serve? And do they fall into the danger of simply re-confirming negative stereotypes
about Africa as an inevitably pained continent?

Perceiving Pain in African Literature argues that the literary text has a particular role to play in contesting
and re-working the personal, social and political meanings of pain. Drawing on fiction and life-writing
published in English and French over the last forty years, this book explores the complexities of literature's
invitation to imagine pain.

Themes such as pain and meaning, literature as testimony, conflict writing, genocide and human rights are
explored in relation to primary texts from West Africa, Zimbabwe, Rwanda and Southern Africa. Authors
including Yvonne Vera, J.M.Coetzee, Ahmadou Kourouma, Véronique Tadjo and Aminatta Forna are
discussed alongside theoretical insights from medical anthropology, cultural theory, postcolonial studies and
global literature.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Lee:

Here thing why this particular Perceiving Pain in African Literature are different and dependable to be yours.
First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Perceiving Pain in African Literature giving you information deeper as different
ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Perceiving Pain in
African Literature. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in
which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of Perceiving Pain in African Literature in e-book can be your
choice.

John Bledsoe:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Perceiving Pain in
African Literature suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled
Perceiving Pain in African Literatureis the one of several books that everyone read now. This specific book
was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all
of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information
about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Janie Williams:

You will get this Perceiving Pain in African Literature by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are
various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern
era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Richard Ault:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Amount types of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Perceiving Pain in African Literature.
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