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In The Queen of America Goes to Washington City, Lauren Berlant focuses on the need to revitalize public
life and political agency in the United States. Delivering a devastating critique of contemporary discourses of
American citizenship, she addresses the triumph of the idea of private life over that of public life bornein the
right-wing agenda of the Reagan revolution. By beaming light onto the idealized images and narratives about
sex and citizenship that now dominate the U.S. public sphere, Berlant argues that the political public sphere
has become an intimate public sphere. She asks why the contemporary ideal of citizenship is measured by
personal and private acts and values rather than civic acts, and the ideal citizen has become one who,
paradoxically, cannot yet act as a citizen—epitomized by the American child and the American fetus.

As Berlant traces the guiding images of U.S. citizenship through the process of privatization, she discusses
the ideas of intimacy that have come to define national culture. From the fantasy of the American dream to
the lessons of Forrest Gump, Lisa Simpson to Queer Nation, the reactionary culture of imperilled privilege to
the testimony of AnitaHill, Berlant charts the landscape of American palitics and culture. She examines the
consequences of a shrinking and privatized concept of citizenship on increasing class, racial, sexual, and
gender animosity and explores the contradictions of a conservative politics that maintains the sacredness of
privacy, the virtue of the free market, and the immorality of state overregulation—except when it comes to
issues of intimacy.

Drawing on literature, the law, and popular media, The Queen of America Goes to Washington City isa
stunning and major statement about the nation and its citizens in an age of mass mediation. Asit opensa
critical space for new theory of agency, its narratives and gallery of images will challenge readers to rethink
what it means to be American and to seek salvation in its promise.
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From reader reviews:
Dan Hanner:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled The Queen of America Goes to Washington City: Essays on Sex and
Citizenship (Series Q). Try to make book The Queen of America Goes to Washington City: Essays on Sex
and Citizenship (Series Q) as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than previoudy. Y eah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Whitney Mallard:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking The Queen of America Goes to
Washington City: Essays on Sex and Citizenship (Series Q) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know
world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So,
for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick The Queen of America Goesto
Washington City: Essays on Sex and Citizenship (Series Q) become your own starter.

Raymond Lee:

Y ou can spend your freetime you just read this book this e-book. This The Queen of America Goesto
Washington City: Essays on Sex and Citizenship (Series Q) is simple to create you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. Y ou can save often the book in
your smart phone. Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

James Jackson:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to be ableto reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. Aswe know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Queen of America Goes to Washington City:
Essays on Sex and Citizenship (Series Q) can make you experience more interested to read.
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