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One month after her novel Gone With the Wind was published, Margaret Mitchell sold the movie rights for
fifty thousand dollars. Fearful of what the studio might do to her story—“I wouldn’t put it beyond
Hollywood to have . . . Scarlett seduce General Sherman,” she joked—the author washed her hands of
involvement with the film. However, driven by a maternal interest in her literary firstborn and compelled by
her Southern manners to answer every fan letter she received, Mitchell was unable to stay aloof for long.

In this collection of her letters about the 1939 motion picture classic, readers have a front-row seat as the
author watches the Dream Factory at work, learning the ins and outs of filmmaking and discovering the
peculiarities of a movie-crazed public. Her ability to weave a story, so evident in Gone With the Wind, makes
for delightful reading in her correspondence with a who’s who of Hollywood, from producer David O.
Selznick, director George Cukor, and screenwriter Sidney Howard, to cast members Clark Gable, Vivien
Leigh, Leslie Howard, Olivia de Havilland and Hattie McDaniel.

Mitchell also wrote to thousands of others—aspiring actresses eager to play Scarlett O’Hara; fellow
Southerners hopeful of seeing their homes or their grandmother’s dress used in the film; rabid movie fans
determined that their favorite star be cast; and creators of songs, dolls and Scarlett panties who were
convinced the author was their ticket to fame and fortune. During the film’s production, she corrected erring
journalists and the producer’s over-the-top publicist who fed the gossip mills, accuracy be damned. Once the
movie finished, she struggled to deal with friends and strangers alike who “fought and trampled little
children and connived and broke the ties of lifelong friendship” to get tickets to the premiere.

But through it all, she retained her sense of humor. Recounting an acquaintance’s denial of the rumor that the
author herself was going to play Scarlett, Mitchell noted he “ungallantly stated that I was something like fifty
years too old for the part.” After receiving numerous letters and phone calls from the studio about Belle
Watling’s accent, the author related her father was “convulsed at the idea of someone telephoning from New
York to discover how the madam of a Confederate bordello talked.” And in a chatty letter to Gable after the
premiere, Mitchell coyly admitted being “feminine enough to be quite charmed” by his statement to the press
that she was “fascinating,” but added: “Even my best friends look at me in a speculative way—probably
wondering what they overlooked that your sharp eyes saw!”

As Gone With the Wind marks its seventy-fifth anniversary on the silver screen, these letters, edited by
Mitchell historian John Wiley, Jr., offer a fresh look at the most popular motion picture of all time through
the eyes of the woman who gave birth to Scarlett.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Wilson:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book The Scarlett Letters: The Making of the Film Gone With the
Wind. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important
the book The Scarlett Letters: The Making of the Film Gone With the Wind. You can add know-how and of
course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Ethel Springer:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important for us. The book The Scarlett Letters: The Making of the Film Gone With the
Wind had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book The Scarlett Letters: The Making of the Film Gone With
the Wind is not only giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together
with the book The Scarlett Letters: The Making of the Film Gone With the Wind. You never sense lose out
for everything in case you read some books.

Wanda Collins:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This The Scarlett Letters: The Making of the Film Gone With the Wind book is readable
simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
connected with The Scarlett Letters: The Making of the Film Gone With the Wind content conveys the
thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but
it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking The Scarlett Letters: The Making of the Film Gone With
the Wind is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Leon Bailey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims The Scarlett Letters: The
Making of the Film Gone With the Wind.
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