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Impressive in terms of scale and structure, the Fire Support Base became a dominant element in ground
maneuver during the Vietnam War. Initially a mobile base, it soon evolved into a semi-permanent and more
sophisticated fortress as a result of enemy counterattacks and bombardments.

As a consequence, the majority of US and other allied troops found themselves pinned down in defensive or
support roles, rather than being free to conduct 'search and destroy' or other mobile missions. Thus, the first
and foremost function of the Fire Support Base was defensive. Troops, machine guns, mortars, artillery,
surveillance radars, and command centers all had to be dug into bunkers and fire trenches by nightfall of the
first day. Around these positions there would be deep belts of barbed wire, generously scattered with several
different types of mines and even, in a few cases after 1967, with a brand new series of electronic sensors to
detect and locate the enemy at a distance.

With the benefit of the on-site howitzers, the FSB could also deliver offensive high volume fire, reaching as
far as 14,600m and eliminating enemy firing sites, supporting friendly infantry operations, or simply
participating in fire missions where exact targets were not known. In fact, the fort offered such a degree of
support and protection that ground maneuver was eventually hampered by the troop's reluctance to leave the
comfort and safety of the FSB.

With a description of the design, development and operational history of the Fire Support Base, this book
provides the key to understanding one of the main assets of US battle strategy in the Vietnam War.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Lemieux:

Often the book Vietnam Firebases 1965-73: American and Australian Forces (Fortress) will bring that you
the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try
to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Vietnam Firebases 1965-73:
American and Australian Forces (Fortress) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book
in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Joyce Bullock:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about
the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this
Vietnam Firebases 1965-73: American and Australian Forces (Fortress).

Bruce Crawford:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Vietnam Firebases 1965-73:
American and Australian Forces (Fortress) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who
want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Vietnam Firebases 1965-73: American and
Australian Forces (Fortress) become your personal starter.

Derick Heinz:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Vietnam Firebases 1965-73: American and Australian Forces (Fortress) we can take more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Vietnam
Firebases 1965-73: American and Australian Forces (Fortress). You can more pleasing than now.
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