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From the author of Becoming Mae West—an in-depth look at the Silver-Screen legend who forever
changed America’s idea of the leading man

Tango pirate, gigolo, powder puff, Adonis—all have been used to describe the silent-film icon known as
Rudolph Valentino. From his early days as a taxi dancer in New York City to his near apotheosis as the
ultimate Hollywood heartthrob, Rudolph Valentino (often to his distress) occupied a space squarely at the
center of controversy. In this thoughtful retelling of Valentino’s short and tragic life—the first fully
documented biography of the star—Emily W. Leider looks at the Great Lover’s life and legacy, and explores
the events and issues that made him emblematic of the Jazz Age. Valentino’s androgynous sexuality was a
lightning rod for fiery and contradictory impulses that ran the gamut from swooning adoration to lashing
resentment. He was reviled in the press for being too feminine for a man; yet he also brought to the screen
the alluring, savage lover who embodied women’s darker, forbidden sexual fantasies.

In tandem, Leider explores notions of the outsider in American culture as represented by Valentino’s
experience as an immigrant who became a celebrity. As the silver screen’s first dark-skinned romantic hero,
Valentino helped to redefine and broaden American masculine ideals, ultimately coming to represent a
graceful masculinity that trumped the deeply ingrained status quo of how a man could look and act.
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From reader reviews:

Boris Hansen:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Dark Lover: The Life
and Death of Rudolph Valentino is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Ira Knudsen:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Dark Lover: The Life and Death of Rudolph Valentino your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe
you never get before. The Dark Lover: The Life and Death of Rudolph Valentino giving you another
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era.
So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are
finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time
activity?

Cleveland Bolton:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Dark Lover: The Life and Death of Rudolph Valentino why because the
excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.

Sarah Acres:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Dark Lover: The Life and Death of Rudolph
Valentino was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Dark Lover: The
Life and Death of Rudolph Valentino has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not
at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to
choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.
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