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Activists and politicians have long recognized the power of a good story to move people to action. In early
1960 four black college students sat down at a whites-only lunch counter in Greensboro, North Carolina, and
refused to leave. Within a month sit-ins spread to thirty cities in seven states. Student participants told stories
of impulsive, spontaneous action—this despite all the planning that had gone into the sit-ins. “It was like a
fever,” they said.

Francesca Polletta’s It Was Like a Fever sets out to account for the power of storytelling in mobilizing
political and social movements. Drawing on cases ranging from sixteenth-century tax revolts to
contemporary debates about the future of the World Trade Center site, Polletta argues that stories are
politically effective not when they have clear moral messages, but when they have complex, often
ambiguous ones. The openness of stories to interpretation has allowed disadvantaged groups, in particular, to
gain a hearing for new needs and to forge surprising political alliances. But popular beliefs in America about
storytelling as a genre have also hurt those challenging the status quo.
A rich analysis of storytelling in courtrooms, newsrooms, public forums, and the United States Congress, It
Was Like a Fever offers provocative new insights into the dynamics of culture and contention.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Gross:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled It Was Like a Fever: Storytelling in Protest and Politics. Try to stumble
through book It Was Like a Fever: Storytelling in Protest and Politics as your pal. It means that it can being
your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah,
it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Wesley Binns:

The event that you get from It Was Like a Fever: Storytelling in Protest and Politics may be the more deep
you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to know but It Was Like a Fever: Storytelling in Protest and Politics
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood
by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular It Was Like a Fever:
Storytelling in Protest and Politics instantly.

Richard Powe:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take It Was Like a Fever: Storytelling in Protest and Politics as the daily
resource information.

Darrel Mason:

The actual book It Was Like a Fever: Storytelling in Protest and Politics will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book to study, this book very suited to you. The book It Was Like a Fever: Storytelling in Protest and
Politics is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you
can easier to read the book.
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