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An influential view of ecphrasis--the literary description of art objects--chiefly treats it as a way for authors
to write about their own texts without appearing to do so, and even insist upon the aesthetic dominance of the
literary text over the visual image. However, when considering its use in ancient Roman literature, this
interpretation proves insufficient. The Captor's Image argues for the need to see Roman ecphrasis, with its
prevalent focus on Hellenic images, as a site of subtle, ongoing competition between Greek and Roman
cultures. Through close readings of ecphrases in a wide range of Latin authors--from Plautus, Catullus, and
Horace to Vergil, Ovid, and Martial, among others--Dufallo contends that Roman ecphrasis reveals an
ambivalent receptivity to Greek culture, an attitude with implications for the shifting notions of Roman
identity in the Republican and Imperial periods. Individual chapters explore how the simple assumption of a
self-asserting ecphrastic text is called into question by comic performance, intentionally inconsistent
narrative, satire, Greek religious iconography, the contradictory associations of epic imagery, and the
author's subjection to a patron. Visual material such as wall painting, statuary, and drinkware vividly
contextualizes the discussion. As the first book-length treatment of artistic ecphrasis at Rome, The Captor's
Image resituates a major literary trope within its hybrid cultural context while advancing the idea of
ecphrasis as a cultural practice through which the Romans sought to redefine their identity with, and against,
Greekness.
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From reader reviews:

Miles Towles:

You could spend your free time to see this book this book. This The Captor's Image: Greek Culture in
Roman Ecphrasis (Classical Culture and Society) is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Elizabeth Smith:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Captor's Image: Greek Culture in Roman
Ecphrasis (Classical Culture and Society) can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one
book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can
be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have The
Captor's Image: Greek Culture in Roman Ecphrasis (Classical Culture and Society).

Samantha Smith:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and The Captor's Image: Greek Culture in
Roman Ecphrasis (Classical Culture and Society) or others sources were given understanding for you. After
you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created
for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Captor's Image: Greek Culture in Roman
Ecphrasis (Classical Culture and Society) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book
like this.

Robert Hill:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the The Captor's Image: Greek Culture in Roman Ecphrasis (Classical Culture and Society) when
you needed it?
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