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The Production and Distribution of Knowledge in the United States marked the beginning of the study of our
postindustrial information society. Austrian-born economist Fritz Machlup had focused his research on the
patent system, but he came to realize that patents were simply one part of a much bigger "knowledge
economy." He then expanded the scope of his work to evaluate everything from stationery and typewriters to
advertising to presidential addresses--anything that involved the activity of telling anyone anything. The
Production and Distribution of Knowledge in the United States then revealed the new and startling shape of
the U.S. economy.

Machlup's cool appraisal of the data showed that the knowledge industry accounted for nearly 29 percent of
the U.S. gross national product, and that 43 percent of the civilian labor force consisted of knowledge
transmitters or full-time knowledge receivers. Indeed, the proportion of the labor force involved in the
knowledge economy increased from 11 to 32 percent between 1900 and 1959--a monumental shift.

Beyond documenting this revolution, Machlup founded the wholly new field of information economics. The
transformation to a knowledge economy has resonated throughout the rest of the century, especially with the
rise of the Internet. As two recent observers noted, "Information goods--from movies and music to software
code and stock quotes--have supplanted industrial goods as the key drivers of world markets." Continued
study of this change and its effects is testament to Fritz Machlup's pioneering work.
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From reader reviews:

Amelia Gallup:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Production and Distribution of Knowledge in the United States.
Try to stumble through book The Production and Distribution of Knowledge in the United States as your
good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make
you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Peggy Witzel:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Production and Distribution of
Knowledge in the United States, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Juan Carrillo:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have read.
If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like you want
to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The
Production and Distribution of Knowledge in the United States will give you a new experience in studying a
book.

Larry Dolin:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and The Production and
Distribution of Knowledge in the United States as well as others sources were given understanding for you.
After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was
created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Production and Distribution of Knowledge in



the United States to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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