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Cultural Realism is an in-depth study of premodern Chinese strategic thought that has important implications
for contemporary international relations theory. In applying a Western theoretical debate to China, Iain
Johnston advances rigorous procedures for testing for the existence and influence of "strategic culture."

Johnston sets out to answer two empirical questions. Is there a substantively consistent and temporally
persistent Chinese strategic culture? If so, to what extent has it influenced China's approaches to security?
The focus of his study is the Ming dynasty's grand strategy against the Mongols (1368-1644). First Johnston
examines ancient military texts as sources of Chinese strategic culture, using cognitive mapping, symbolic
analysis and congruence tests to determine whether there is a consistent grand strategic preference ranking
across texts that constitutes a single strategic culture. Then he applies similar techniques to determine the
effect of the strategic culture on the strategic preferences of the Ming decision makers. Finally, he assesses
the effect of these preferences on Ming policies towards the Mongol "threat."

The findings of this book challenge dominant interpretations of traditional Chinese strategic thought. They
suggest also that the roots of realpolitik are ideational and not predominantly structural. The results lead to
the surprising conclusion that there may be, in fact, fewer cross-national differences in strategic culture than
proponents of the "strategic culture" approach think.
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From reader reviews:

Vincent Erickson:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for all of us. The book Cultural Realism: Strategic Culture and Grand Strategy in
Chinese History seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Cultural Realism: Strategic Culture and Grand
Strategy in Chinese History is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being
your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship using the book Cultural Realism: Strategic Culture and Grand Strategy in Chinese History. You
never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Zenaida Jackson:

Here thing why this kind of Cultural Realism: Strategic Culture and Grand Strategy in Chinese History are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content
than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Cultural Realism: Strategic Culture and Grand
Strategy in Chinese History giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication
out there but there is no publication that similar with Cultural Realism: Strategic Culture and Grand Strategy
in Chinese History. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing
that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere
like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of Cultural Realism: Strategic Culture and Grand Strategy in
Chinese History in e-book can be your substitute.

Larry Chaffin:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Cultural Realism: Strategic
Culture and Grand Strategy in Chinese History can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Eden Cohn:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Cultural Realism: Strategic Culture and
Grand Strategy in Chinese History to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book
and learn it. Beside that the e-book Cultural Realism: Strategic Culture and Grand Strategy in Chinese



History can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must
you're doing of these time.
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