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In August 1930, on a voyage from Madras to London, a young Indian looked up at the stars and
contemplated their fate. Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar--Chandra, as he was called--calculated that certain
stars would suffer a strange and violent death, collapsing to virtually nothing. This extraordinary claim, the
first mathematical description of black holes, brought Chandra into direct conflict with Sir Arthur Eddington,
one of the greatest astrophysicists of the day. Eddington ridiculed the young man's idea at a meeting of the
Royal Astronomy Society in 1935, sending Chandra into an intellectual and emotional tailspin--and
hindering the progress of astrophysics for nearly forty years.
Empire of the Stars is the dramatic story of this intellectual debate and its implications for twentieth-century
science. Arthur I. Miller traces the idea of black holes from early notions of "dark stars" to the modern
concepts of wormholes, quantum foam, and baby universes. In the process, he follows the rise of two great
theories--relativity and quantum mechanics--that meet head on in black holes. Empire of the Stars provides a
unique window into the remarkable quest to understand how stars are born, how they live, and, most
portentously (for their fate is ultimately our own), how they die.
It is also the moving tale of one man's struggle against the establishment--an episode that sheds light on what
science is, how it works, and where it can go wrong. Miller exposes the deep-seated prejudices that plague
even the most rational minds. Indeed, it took the nuclear arms race to persuade scientists to revisit Chandra's
work from the 1930s, for the core of a hydrogen bomb resembles nothing so much as an exploding star. Only
then did physicists realize the relevance, truth, and importance of Chandra's work, which was finally
awarded a Nobel Prize in 1983.
Set against the waning days of the British Empire and taking us right up to the present, this sweeping history
examines the quest to understand one of the most forbidding phenomena in the universe, as well as the
passions that fueled that quest over the course of a century.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Wiggins:

The book Empire of the Stars: Obsession, Friendship, and Betrayal in the Quest for Black Holes gives you
the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book
can to become your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If
you can make reading a book Empire of the Stars: Obsession, Friendship, and Betrayal in the Quest for
Black Holes being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a book
Empire of the Stars: Obsession, Friendship, and Betrayal in the Quest for Black Holes. Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Jay Klein:

Here thing why this specific Empire of the Stars: Obsession, Friendship, and Betrayal in the Quest for Black
Holes are different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Empire of the Stars: Obsession, Friendship,
and Betrayal in the Quest for Black Holes giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find
any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Empire of the Stars: Obsession, Friendship, and
Betrayal in the Quest for Black Holes. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It
is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Empire of the Stars: Obsession,
Friendship, and Betrayal in the Quest for Black Holes in e-book can be your substitute.

George Hyler:

Exactly why? Because this Empire of the Stars: Obsession, Friendship, and Betrayal in the Quest for Black
Holes is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise
you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been
you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Quincy Nelson:

Empire of the Stars: Obsession, Friendship, and Betrayal in the Quest for Black Holes can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however



delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing Empire of the Stars: Obsession, Friendship, and Betrayal in the Quest for Black Holes nevertheless
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
contemplating.
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