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A century and a half after the publication of Origin of Species, evolutionary thinking has expanded beyond
the field of biology to include virtually all human-related subjects?anthropology, archeology, psychology,
economics, religion, morality, politics, culture, and art. Now a distinguished scholar offers the first
comprehensive account of the evolutionary origins of art and storytelling. Brian Boyd explains why we tell
stories, how our minds are shaped to understand them, and what difference an evolutionary understanding of
human nature makes to stories we love.

Art is a specifically human adaptation, Boyd argues. It offers tangible advantages for human survival, and it
derives from play, itself an adaptation widespread among more intelligent animals. More particularly, our
fondness for storytelling has sharpened social cognition, encouraged cooperation, and fostered creativity.

After considering art as adaptation, Boyd examines Homer’s Odyssey and Dr. Seuss’s Horton Hears a Who!
demonstrating how an evolutionary lens can offer new understanding and appreciation of specific works.
What triggers our emotional engagement with these works? What patterns facilitate our responses? The need
to hold an audience’s attention, Boyd underscores, is the fundamental problem facing all storytellers.
Enduring artists arrive at solutions that appeal to cognitive universals: an insight out of step with
contemporary criticism, which obscures both the individual and universal. Published for the bicentenary of
Darwin’s birth and the 150th anniversary of the publication of Origin of Species, Boyd’s study embraces a
Darwinian view of human nature and art, and offers a credo for a new humanism.
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From reader reviews:

Charlie Bowers:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book On the Origin of Stories:
Evolution, Cognition, and Fiction. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Debra Durso:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the On the Origin of
Stories: Evolution, Cognition, and Fiction is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Martha Fincher:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping On the Origin of Stories:
Evolution, Cognition, and Fiction that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start
studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick On the Origin of Stories: Evolution, Cognition, and Fiction
become your starter.

Barbara Robbins:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This On the Origin of Stories: Evolution,
Cognition, and Fiction is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon.
If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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