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The Meaning of Video Games takes a textual studies approach to an increasingly important form of
expression in today’s culture. It begins by assuming that video games are meaningful–not just as sociological
or economic or cultural evidence, but in their own right, as cultural expressions worthy of scholarly attention.
In this way, this book makes a contribution to the study of video games, but it also aims to enrich textual
studies.

Early video game studies scholars were quick to point out that a game should never be reduced to merely its
"story" or narrative content and they rightly insist on the importance of studying games as games. But here
Steven E. Jones demonstrates that textual studies–which grows historically out of ancient questions of textual
recension, multiple versions, production, reproduction, and reception–can fruitfully be applied to the study of
video games. Citing specific examples such as Myst and Lost, Katamari Damacy, Halo, Façade, Nintendo’s
Wii, and Will Wright’s Spore, the book explores the ways in which textual studies concepts–authorial
intention, textual variability and performance, the paratext, publishing history and the social text–can shed
light on video games as more than formal systems. It treats video games as cultural forms of expression that
are received as they are played, out in the world, where their meanings get made.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Grimes:

Typically the book The Meaning of Video Games: Gaming and Textual Strategies will bring that you the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book The Meaning of Video Games: Gaming and
Textual Strategies is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Harold Graham:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be The Meaning of Video Games: Gaming and Textual Strategies
why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

Mohammed Thomas:

This The Meaning of Video Games: Gaming and Textual Strategies is great publication for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give
you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The
Meaning of Video Games: Gaming and Textual Strategies in your hand like keeping the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen
moment right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you
still doubt which?

Jocelyn Lee:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Meaning of Video Games:
Gaming and Textual Strategies which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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