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Is benevolence a virtue? In many cases it appears to be so. But when it comes to the “enlarged benevolence”
of the Enlightenment, David Stove argues that the answer is clearly no. In this insightful, provocative essay,
Stove builds a case for the claim that when benevolence is universal, disinterested and external, it regularly
leads to the forced redistribution of wealth, which in turn leads to decreased economic incentives, lower rates
of productivity, and increased poverty.

As Stove points out, there is an air of paradox in saying that benevolence may be a cause of poverty. But
there shouldn’t be. Good intentions alone are never sufficient to guarantee the success of one’s endeavors.
Utopian schemes to reorganize the world have regularly ended in failure.

Easily the most important example of this phenomenon is twentieth-century communism. As Stove reminds
us, the attractiveness of communism—the “emotional fuel” of communist revolutionaries for over a hundred
years—has always been “exactly the same as the emotional fuel of every other utopianism: the passionate
desire to alleviate or abolish misery.” Yet communism was such a monumental failure that millions of people
today are still suffering its consequences.

In this most prescient of essays, Stove warns contemporary readers just how seductive universal political
benevolence can be. He also shows how the failure to understand the connection between benevolence and
communism has led to many of the greatest social miseries of our age.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Dickens:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important normally. The book What's Wrong with Benevolence: Happiness, Private Property,
and the Limits of Enlightenment was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide What's Wrong with Benevolence: Happiness,
Private Property, and the Limits of Enlightenment is not only giving you much more new information but
also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try
to make relationship using the book What's Wrong with Benevolence: Happiness, Private Property, and the
Limits of Enlightenment. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Laura Thompson:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This What's Wrong with Benevolence:
Happiness, Private Property, and the Limits of Enlightenment is our recommendation to cause you to keep
up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Mary Cruz:

The event that you get from What's Wrong with Benevolence: Happiness, Private Property, and the Limits of
Enlightenment is the more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get serious
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but What's Wrong with Benevolence:
Happiness, Private Property, and the Limits of Enlightenment giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes
it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest
you for having that What's Wrong with Benevolence: Happiness, Private Property, and the Limits of
Enlightenment instantly.

Beverly Woods:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The What's Wrong
with Benevolence: Happiness, Private Property, and the Limits of Enlightenment provide you with a new



experience in reading a book.
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