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A son's personal exploration of one of the most influential--and troubled--artistic couples of the
twentieth century

Stephen Spender's life, with all its secrets, successes, and contradictions, is a vivid prism through which to
view the twentieth century. He befriended Auden and Isherwood while at Oxford, and together the three had
wildly transgressive adventures in Europe and were early vocal critics of Hitler and the rise of fascism in
their celebrated writings. Like his friends, Spender was drawn to other men, yet he eventually married
Natasha, a world-renowned concert pianist, and started a family.

In the midst of a heady world of poetry and liberal politics, gay love affairs and tense silences, Matthew
Spender grew up the child of two brilliant artists. Taught how to use adjectives by Uncle Auden and raised
among the British cultural elite, Matthew led what might have been a charmed existence were it not for the
tensions in his own household. His father, always susceptible to the allure of young men, was unable to stop
himself, or reveal his secret, for the sake of his family; and his mother's suffering led her to infatuations of
her own. A House in St John's Woods: In Search of My Parents is a son's attempt to reconstruct a portrait of
his magnetic father and unconventional family out of the ambiguous experiences of his childhood.

Drawing on unpublished letters and diaries, family keepsakes and youthful memories, Matthew Spender tells
the story of a singular family in the midst of its own cold war, as the artistic world of mid-century London
circled around them.
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From reader reviews:

Darlene Trevino:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book A House in St John's Wood:
In Search of My Parents. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

William Powell:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This A House in St John's Wood: In Search of My
Parents is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want
and wish in this era.

Felix Talarico:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A House in St John's Wood: In Search
of My Parents can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending
your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the
others?

Tammie Turman:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This publication A House in St John's Wood: In Search of My Parents was filled in
relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you
wanted.
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