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Noting that motherhood is a common metaphor for film production, Lucy Fischer undertakes the first
investigation of how the topic of motherhood presents itself throughout a wide range of film genres. Until
now discussions of maternity have focused mainly on melodramas, which, along with musicals and
screwball comedies, have traditionally been viewed as "women's’ cinema. Fischer defies gender-based
classifications to show how motherhood has played a fundamental role in the overall cinematic experience.
She argues that motherhood is often treated as a site of crisis--for example, the mother being blamed for the
ills afflicting her offspring--then shows the tendency of certain genres to specialize in representing a
particular socia or psychological dimension in the thematics of maternity.

Drawing on social history and various cultural theories, Fischer first looks at Rosemary's Baby to show the
prevalence of childbirth themesin horror films. In crime films (White Heat), she sees the linkage of male
deviance and mothering. The Hand That Rocks the Cradle and The Guardian, both occult thrillers, uncover
cultural anxieties about working mothers. Her discussion covers burlesgues of male mothering, feminist
documentaries on the mother-daughter relationship, trick films dealing with procreative metaphors, and
postmodern films like High Hedl's, where fluid sexuality is the theme. These films tend to treat motherhood
as alocus of irredeemable conflict, whereas History and Memory and High Tide propose a more sanguine,
dynamic, and enabling view.

Originally published in 1996.

The Princeton Legacy Library usesthe latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previoudly out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library isto vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:
John Buckner:

This Cinematernity book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The
benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you will get. Thiskind of
Cinematernity without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Cinematernity can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Cinematernity having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Emil Townsend:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guysthis aren't like that. This Cinematernity book is readable by you who hate the straight word
style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly
decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with Cinematernity content
conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different by means of it. So, do you continue to thinking Cinematernity is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Jennifer Phinney:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find anew activity hereislook different you
can read some sort of book. It isrealy fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a guide. The book Cinematernity it is very good to read. There are alot of people who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQore very easily to read this book from
the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Charles Parker:

The book untitled Cinematernity contain alot of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea
with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you
can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of
literary works. Y ou can actually read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so
you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
wide open their official web-site aswell as order it. Have a nice examine.
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