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What did sex mean to the ancient Romans? In this lavishly illustrated study, John R. Clarke investigates a
rich assortment of Roman erotic art to answer this question—and along the way, he reveals a society quite
different from our own. Clarke reevaluates our understanding of Roman art and society in a study informed
by recent gender and cultural studies, and focusing for the first time on attitudes toward the erotic among
both the Roman non-elite and women. This splendid volume is the first study of erotic art and sexuality to set
these works—many newly discovered and previously unpublished—in their ancient context and the first to
define the differences between modern and ancient concepts of sexuality using clear visual evidence.

Roman artists pictured a great range of human sexual activities—far beyond those mentioned in classical
literature—including sex between men and women, men and men, women and women, men and boys,
threesomes, foursomes, and more. Roman citizens paid artists to decorate expensive objects, such as silver
and cameo glass, with scenes of lovemaking. Erotic works were created for and sold to a broad range of
consumers, from the elite to the very poor, during a period spanning the first century B.C. through the mid-
third century of our era. This erotic art was not hidden away, but was displayed proudly in homes as signs of
wealth and luxury. In public spaces, artists often depicted outrageous sexual acrobatics to make people
laugh.

Looking at Lovemaking depicts a sophisticated, pre-Christian society that placed a high value on sexual
pleasure and the art that represented it. Clarke shows how this culture evolved within religious, social, and
legal frameworks that were vastly different from our own and contributes an original and controversial
chapter to the history of human sexuality.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Goodell:

The book Looking at Lovemaking: Constructions of Sexuality in Roman Art, 100 B.C. - A.D. 250 can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave the great thing like a book Looking at Lovemaking: Constructions of Sexuality in Roman Art, 100 B.C.
- A.D. 250? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data
that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Looking at
Lovemaking: Constructions of Sexuality in Roman Art, 100 B.C. - A.D. 250 has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a guide. So
it is very wonderful.

Russell Belcher:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that
question because just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Looking at
Lovemaking: Constructions of Sexuality in Roman Art, 100 B.C. - A.D. 250 to read.

Roosevelt Alday:

Looking at Lovemaking: Constructions of Sexuality in Roman Art, 100 B.C. - A.D. 250 can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement
in writing Looking at Lovemaking: Constructions of Sexuality in Roman Art, 100 B.C. - A.D. 250 although
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial contemplating.

Brittany Gonzalez:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you personally is Looking at Lovemaking: Constructions of Sexuality in Roman Art, 100 B.C. - A.D. 250



this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate
all of you.
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