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In his new collection of essays, Jan Bondeson tells ten fascinating stories of myths and hoaxes, beliefs and
Ripley-like facts, concerning the animal kingdom. Throughout he recounts--and in some instances solves--
mysteries of the natural world which have puzzled scientists for centuries.

Heavily illustrated with photographs and drawings, the book presents astounding tales from across the rich
folklore of animals: a learned pig more admired than Sir Isaac Newton by the English public, an elephant
that Lord Byron wanted to employ as his butler, a dancing horse whose skills in mathematics were praised by
William Shakespeare, and, of course, the extraordinary creature known as the Feejee Mermaid. This object
became the foremost curiosity of London in the 1820s and later in the century toured the United States under
the management of P. T. Barnum. Bearing a striking resemblance to a wizened and misshapen monkey with
a fishtail, the mermaid was nonetheless proclaimed a genuine specimen by "experts."

Bondeson explores other zoological wonders: toads living for centuries encased in solid stone, little fishes
raining down from the sky, and barnacle geese growing from trees until ready to fly. In two of his most
fascinating chapters, he uncovers the origins of the basilisk, considered one of the most inexplicable mythical
monsters, and of the Vegetable Lamb of Tartary. With the head and body of a rooster and the tail of a snake,
the basilisk was said to be able to kill a person with its gaze. Bondeson demonstrates that belief in this
fabulous creature resulted from misinterpretations of rare events in natural history. The vegetable lamb, a
mainstay of museums in the seventeenth century, was allegedly half plant, half animal: it had the shape of a
little lamb, but grew from a stem. After examining two vegetable lambs still in London today, Bondeson
offers a new theory to explain this old fallacy.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Williams:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Feejee Mermaid and Other Essays in Natural and Unnatural History.
Try to face the book The Feejee Mermaid and Other Essays in Natural and Unnatural History as your friend.
It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter
than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because
you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this
book.

Alison McGowan:

Why? Because this The Feejee Mermaid and Other Essays in Natural and Unnatural History is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes
the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot
of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Albert Christensen:

Beside this kind of The Feejee Mermaid and Other Essays in Natural and Unnatural History in your phone, it
may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can
got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have The Feejee Mermaid and Other Essays in Natural and Unnatural History
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't
get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the
idea? Find this book along with read it from right now!

Latoya Palos:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and The Feejee Mermaid and Other Essays in Natural
and Unnatural History as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even



students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science book, any other book likes The Feejee Mermaid and Other Essays in Natural and Unnatural History
to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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