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From the glossy monochrome of the classic Hollywood romance, to the gritty greyscale of the gangster
picture, to film noir’s moody interplay of light and shadow, black-and-white cinematography has been used
to create a remarkably wide array of tones. Yet today, with black-and-white film stock nearly impossible to
find, these cinematographic techniques are virtually extinct, and filmgoers’ appreciation of them is similarly
waning.  
 
Black and White Cinema is the first study to consider the use of black-and-white as an art form in its own
right, providing a comprehensive and global overview of the era when it flourished, from the 1900s to the
1960s. Acclaimed film scholar Wheeler Winston Dixon introduces us to the masters of this art, discussing
the signature styles and technical innovations of award-winning cinematographers like James Wong Howe,
Gregg Toland, Freddie Francis, and Sven Nykvist. Giving us a unique glimpse behind the scenes, Dixon also
reveals the creative teams—from lighting technicians to matte painters—whose work profoundly shaped the
look of black-and-white cinema.  
 
More than just a study of film history, this book is a rallying cry, meant to inspire a love for the artistry of
black-and-white film, so that we might work to preserve this important part of our cinematic heritage.
Lavishly illustrated with more than forty on-the-set stills, Black and White Cinema provides a vivid and
illuminating look at a creatively vital era.
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From reader reviews:

Tamika Sheppard:

The book Black and White Cinema: A Short History can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book Black and White
Cinema: A Short History? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book
can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all
of these. Book Black and White Cinema: A Short History has simple shape however you know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it
is very wonderful.

Patrick Lyon:

Here thing why this kind of Black and White Cinema: A Short History are different and reliable to be yours.
First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as
tasty as food or not. Black and White Cinema: A Short History giving you information deeper including
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with Black and
White Cinema: A Short History. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes
about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to
bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Black and White Cinema: A Short History in e-
book can be your alternative.

Willard Sarvis:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Black and White Cinema: A
Short History, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Lester Magno:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Black and White Cinema: A Short History
reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing
skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Black and White Cinema: A Short History as good
book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book
by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading



through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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