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Ancient Greek athletics offer us a clear window on many important aspects of ancient culture, some of which
have distinct parallels with modern sports and their place in our society. Ancient athletics were closely
connected with religion, the formation of young men and women in their gender roles, and the construction
of sexuality. Eros was, from one perspective, a major god of the gymnasium where homoerotic liaisons
reinforced the traditional hierarchies of Greek culture. But Eros in the athletic sphere was also a symbol of
life-affirming friendship and even of political freedom in the face of tyranny. Greek athletic culture was not
so much a field of dreams as a field of desire, where fervent competition for honor was balanced by
cooperation for common social goals.

Eros and Greek Athletics is the first in-depth study of Greek body culture as manifest in its athletics,
sexuality, and gender formation. In this comprehensive overview, Thomas F. Scanlon explores when and
how athletics was linked with religion, upbringing, gender, sexuality, and social values in an evolution from
Homer until the Roman period. Scanlon shows that males and females made different uses of the same
contests, that pederasty and athletic nudity were fostered by an athletic revolution beginning in the late
seventh century B.C., and that public athletic festivals may be seen as quasi-dramatic performances of the
human tension between desire and death. Accessibly written and full of insights that will challenge long-held
assumptions about ancient sport, Eros and Greek Athletics will appeal to readers interested in ancient and
modern sports, religion, sexuality, and gender studies.
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From reader reviews:

Irma Hughes:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Eros and Greek Athletics book
because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Joseph Wilson:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this
Eros and Greek Athletics.

Maria Green:

Typically the book Eros and Greek Athletics has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you
can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning
this book.

Sean Jones:

Beside this kind of Eros and Greek Athletics in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Eros
and Greek Athletics because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you occasionally
have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want
to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!
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