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Australopithecines, dinosaurs, trilobites--such fossils conjure up images of lost worlds filled with vanished
organisms. But in the full history of life, ancient animals, even the trilobites, form only the half-billion-year
tip of a nearly four-billion-year iceberg. Andrew Knoll explores the deep history of life from its origins on a
young planet to the incredible Cambrian explosion, presenting a compelling new explanation for the
emergence of biological novelty.

The very latest discoveries in paleontology--many of them made by the author and his students--are
integrated with emerging insights from molecular biology and earth system science to forge a broad
understanding of how the biological diversity that surrounds us came to be. Moving from Siberia to Namibia
to the Bahamas, Knoll shows how life and environment have evolved together through Earth's history.
Innovations in biology have helped shape our air and oceans, and, just as surely, environmental change has
influenced the course of evolution, repeatedly closing off opportunities for some species while opening
avenues for others.

Readers go into the field to confront fossils, enter the lab to discern the inner workings of cells, and alight on
Mars to ask how our terrestrial experience can guide exploration for life beyond our planet. Along the way,
Knoll brings us up-to-date on some of science's hottest questions, from the oldest fossils and claims of life
beyond the Earth to the hypothesis of global glaciation and Knoll's own unifying concept of ''permissive
ecology.''

In laying bare Earth's deepest biological roots, Life on a Young Planet helps us understand our own place in
the universe--and our responsibility as stewards of a world four billion years in the making.

In a new preface, Knoll describes how the field has broadened and deepened in the decade since the book's
original publication.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Ouellette:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Life on a Young
Planet: The First Three Billion Years of Evolution on Earth (Princeton Science Library) suitable to you? The
particular book was written by famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Life on a Young Planet:
The First Three Billion Years of Evolution on Earth (Princeton Science Library)is the one of several books
this everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this book
you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot
of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Wilfred Walker:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look
for book, may be the reserve untitled Life on a Young Planet: The First Three Billion Years of Evolution on
Earth (Princeton Science Library) can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Daniel Pitts:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This reserve Life on a Young Planet: The First Three Billion Years of Evolution on
Earth (Princeton Science Library) was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge
about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this
point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Ernesto Harrell:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Life on a Young Planet: The First Three Billion
Years of Evolution on Earth (Princeton Science Library) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book Life on a Young Planet: The First Three Billion Years of Evolution on Earth
(Princeton Science Library) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto
or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit
your needs and try to like reading that.
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