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Epic and tragedy, from Homer's Achilles and Euripides' Pentheus to Marlowe's Tamburlaine and Milton's
Satan, are filled with characters challenging and warring against the gods. Nowhere is the theme of
theomachy more frequently and powerfully represented, however, than in the poetry of early imperial Rome,
from Ovid's Metamorphoses at the beginning of the first century AD to Statius' Thebaid near its end. This
book -- the first full-length study of human-divine conflict in Roman literature -- asks why the war against
god was so important to the poets of the time and how this understudied period of literary history influenced
a larger tradition in Western literature.

Drawing on a variety of contexts -- politics, religion, philosophy, and aesthetics -- Pramit Chaudhuri argues
for the fundamental importance of battles between humans and gods in representing the Roman world. A cast
of tyrants, emperors, rebels, iconoclasts, philosophers, and ambitious poets brings to life some of the most
extraordinary artistic products of classical antiquity. Based on close readings of the major extant epics and
selected tragedies, the book replaces a traditionally Aeneid-centric view of imperial epic with a richer
dialogue between Greek and Roman texts, contemporary authors, and diverse genres. The renewed sense of a
tradition reveals how the conflicts these works represent constitute a distinctive theology informed by other
discourses yet peculiar to epic and tragedy. Beginning with the Greek background and ending with a look
ahead to developments in the Renaissance, this book charts the history of a theme that would find its richest
expression in a time when men became gods and impiety threatened the very order of the world.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Grant:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means
that publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can
be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this The War with God: Theomachy in Roman
Imperial Poetry.

Thomas Welty:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen throughout you if you take The War with God: Theomachy in Roman Imperial Poetry as the
daily resource information.

Craig Harrison:

The War with God: Theomachy in Roman Imperial Poetry can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The War with God:
Theomachy in Roman Imperial Poetry yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

David Bostick:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve The War with God: Theomachy in Roman Imperial Poetry was filled in relation
to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several
feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to
read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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