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A number of critics and scholars argue for the notion of a distinctly Catholic variety of imagination, not as a
matter of doctrine or even of belief, but rather as an artistic sensibility. They figure the blend of intellectual,
emotional, spiritual and ethical assumptions that proceed from Catholic belief constitutes a vision of reality
that necessarily informs the artist's imaginative expression. The notion of a Catholic imagination, however,
has lacked thematic and theological coherence. To articulate this intuition is to cross the problematic
interdisciplinary borders between theology and literature; and, although scholars have developed useful
methods for undertaking such interdisciplinary "border-crossings," relatively few have been devoted to a
serious examination of the theological aesthetic upon which these other aesthetics might hinge.

In A Theology of Criticism, Michael Patrick Murphy proposes a new framework to better define the concept
of a Catholic imagination. He explores the many ways in which the theological work of Hans Urs von
Balthasar (1905-1988) can provide the model, content, and optic for distinguishing this type of imagination
from others. Since Balthasar views art and literature precisely as theologies, Murphy surveys a broad array of
poetry, drama, fiction, and film and sets it against central aspects of Balthasar's theological program. In
doing so, Murphy seeks to develop a theology of criticism.

This interdisciplinary work recovers the legitimate place of a distinct "theological imagination" in critical
theory, showing that Balthasar's voice both challenges and complements contemporary developments.
Murphy also contends that postmodern interpretive methodology, with its careful critique of entrenched
philosophical assumptions and reiterated codes of meaning, is not the threat to theological meaning that
many fear. On the contrary, by juxtaposing postmodern critical methodologies against Balthasar's visionary
theological range, a space is made available for literary critics and theologians alike. More important, the
critic is provided with the tools to assess, challenge, and celebrate the theological imagination as it is
depicted today.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Beals:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people
in the world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book A Theology of Criticism:
Balthasar, Postmodernism, and the Catholic Imagination (AAR Academy Series). All type of book are you
able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Lizabeth Melgar:

This A Theology of Criticism: Balthasar, Postmodernism, and the Catholic Imagination (AAR Academy
Series) usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of
this A Theology of Criticism: Balthasar, Postmodernism, and the Catholic Imagination (AAR Academy
Series) can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this A Theology of Criticism: Balthasar, Postmodernism, and the Catholic Imagination (AAR
Academy Series) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Brittany Gonzalez:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The A
Theology of Criticism: Balthasar, Postmodernism, and the Catholic Imagination (AAR Academy Series) will
give you a new experience in studying a book.

David Thompson:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching
from it. It is identified as of book A Theology of Criticism: Balthasar, Postmodernism, and the Catholic
Imagination (AAR Academy Series). You can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed
book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must
aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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