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The invention of numerals is perhaps the greatest abstraction the human mind has ever created. Virtually
everything in our lives is digital, numerical, or quantified. The story of how and where we got these
numerals, which we so depend on, has for thousands of years been shrouded in mystery. Finding Zero is an
adventure filled saga of Amir Aczel's lifelong obsession: to find the original sources of our numerals. Aczel
has doggedly crisscrossed the ancient world, scouring dusty, moldy texts, cross examining so-called scholars
who offered wildly differing sets of facts, and ultimately penetrating deep into a Cambodian jungle to find a
definitive proof. Here, he takes the reader along for the ride.

The history begins with the early Babylonian cuneiform numbers, followed by the later Greek and Roman
letter numerals. Then Aczel asks the key question: where do the numbers we use today, the so-called Hindu-
Arabic numerals, come from? It is this search that leads him to explore uncharted territory, to go on a grand
quest into India, Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, and ultimately into the wilds of Cambodia. There he is blown
away to find the earliest zero?the keystone of our entire system of numbers?on a crumbling, vine-covered
wall of a seventh-century temple adorned with eaten-away erotic sculptures. While on this odyssey, Aczel
meets a host of fascinating characters: academics in search of truth, jungle trekkers looking for adventure,
surprisingly honest politicians, shameless smugglers, and treacherous archaeological thieves?who finally
reveal where our numbers come from.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Drew:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important usually. The book Finding Zero: A Mathematician's Odyssey to
Uncover the Origins of Numbers had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you
can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication Finding Zero: A Mathematician's
Odyssey to Uncover the Origins of Numbers is not only giving you more new information but also to
become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try
to make relationship with the book Finding Zero: A Mathematician's Odyssey to Uncover the Origins of
Numbers. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Eric Beckman:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one with theme
for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Finding Zero: A Mathematician's Odyssey to
Uncover the Origins of Numbers is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Sara Kelly:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this
Finding Zero: A Mathematician's Odyssey to Uncover the Origins of Numbers.

Carol Ton:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but also novel and Finding Zero: A Mathematician's Odyssey
to Uncover the Origins of Numbers or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other
case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Finding Zero: A Mathematician's Odyssey to Uncover the



Origins of Numbers to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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