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A multilayered portrait of this brash, gifted artist, whose restless voice and spirit seem as alive today as ever.

“Compelling and revealing … Roman Candle gives us the many lives of one of the great entertainers of all
time, whose flame was extinguished way too soon.” — Kevin Spacey

A performer who rivaled Sinatra, Bobby Darin rose from dire poverty to become one of the biggest stars of
his generation. Dogged by chronic illness, he knew that time was not on his side, and so, in a career full of
dizzying twists and turns, he did it all, moving from teen idol to Vegas song-and-dance man, from hipster to
folkie and back. In Roman Candle, David Evanier offers a multilayered portrait of this brash, gifted artist,
including the dark side of his celebrated marriage to America’s sweetheart, Sandra Dee, and the incredible
family secret that tore him apart at the end.

“In Roman Candle, David Evanier relates the Bobby Darin story with empathy and insight. His chronicle of
the triumphs and vicissitudes of Bobby’s star-crossed life is packed with illuminating details and a page-
turning seductiveness. Here is the ultimate tribute to the life and times of a true American original.” — Jerry
Wexler, legendary producer, Atlantic Records, and member of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame

“Informed by scores of interviews with Darin’s friends and associates and written in no-nonsense, just-the-
facts prose, Evanier’s book paints a picture of a ruthlessly ambitious musician … Sinatra may have had the
bragging rights to ‘My Way,’ but Darin lived out the lyrics.” — Publishers Weekly

“This biography percolates with cool … [Evanier has] written a book so charged with intimacy, so
heartbreakingly ebullient with life, that you feel that any moment the pages are about to snap their fingers
and break into song.” — Caroline Leavitt, The Boston Globe

“Darin has been the subject of several books; most notable is this new examination of the singer’s life and
work by David Evanier … Evanier’s portrait, true to its title, is one of a bright talent that soared quickly and
erupted in a flash of glory.” — David Hajdu, The Atlantic Monthly

“Music fans are liable to be surprised by the Bobby Darin mania sparked by Kevin Spacey’s sunny new film
biography. For the slightly darker look at Darin, hole up for the holidays with Roman Candle, the latest book
about Darin’s rollercoaster life.” — Janet Maslin, “Top Ten List of Books for Gifts” (2004), The New York
Times
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From reader reviews:

Sonya Wright:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Roman Candle: The
Life of Bobby Darin (Excelsior Editions)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you
can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or
you have additional opinion?

George Harvey:

This Roman Candle: The Life of Bobby Darin (Excelsior Editions) book is just not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of Roman Candle: The Life of Bobby Darin (Excelsior Editions) without
we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry
Roman Candle: The Life of Bobby Darin (Excelsior Editions) can bring any time you are and not make your
carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This
Roman Candle: The Life of Bobby Darin (Excelsior Editions) having fine arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

David Betancourt:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Roman Candle: The Life of Bobby
Darin (Excelsior Editions) is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If
you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

David Sayre:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
From the book Roman Candle: The Life of Bobby Darin (Excelsior Editions) we can consider more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book
Roman Candle: The Life of Bobby Darin (Excelsior Editions). You can more attractive than now.
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