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A biography of Alice M. Jordan, who headed children’s work at the Boston Public Library (BPL) from 1902
to 1940, is long overdue. Daughter of a Maine sea captain and a Massachusetts schoolteacher, she was one of
the pioneering generation of children’s librarians, women who entered the field when salaries were low,
progressive ideals high, academic credentials spotty, and the drive to professionalization was revolutionizing
librarianship and education. Modest and unassuming, high-school graduate Jordan worked effectively to
improve educational opportunities for children and their librarians alike. She taught at the Simmons Library
School, helped create the BPL Training School, founded the New England Round Table of Children’s
Librarians (NERTCL), and mentored Bertha Mahony Miller, founder of The Horn Book Magazine. She had
a national reputation among children’s book editors and librarians for her critical acumen, clear writing, and
astute advice. Locally, she networked tirelessly with Boston educators, negotiated the placement of qualified
children’s librarians in all BPL branches, and trained a generation of gifted youth workers—all from a desk
in the middle of a busy children’s room. She left a legacy of high standards for children’s reading,
storytelling, and reference services.
This biography draws on archival materials including Jordan’s correspondence with poet Louise Imogen
Guiney and Horn Book editor Miller; BPL memos and reports; and 1979 interviews with Jordan trainees. I
have shown her life and achievement in the context of social history, from late nineteenth-century women’s
economic opportunities to early twentieth-century developments in librarianship, especially at the BPL. Each
chapter has a brief list of milestones in Jordan and U.S. history.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Dall:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled The Education of Alice M. Jordan: Navigating a
Career in Children's Librarianship can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Kevin Kennard:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Education of Alice M. Jordan:
Navigating a Career in Children's Librarianship is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in
the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can
buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Mary Richie:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Education of Alice M. Jordan:
Navigating a Career in Children's Librarianship can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these books have than the others?

Manuel Porter:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and The Education of Alice M. Jordan:
Navigating a Career in Children's Librarianship or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After
you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created
for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science book, any other book likes The Education of Alice M. Jordan: Navigating a Career in
Children's Librarianship to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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