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This book is a selective and fascinating history of scientific speculation about intelligent extraterrestrial life.
From Plutarch to Stephen Hawking, some of the most prominent western scientists have had quite detailed
perceptions and misperceptions about alien civilizations: Johannes Kepler, fresh from transforming
astronomy with his work on the shape of planetary orbits, was quite sure alien engineers on the moon were
excavating circular pits to provide shelter; Christiaan Huygens, the most prominent physical scientist
between Galileo and Newton, dismissed Kepler's speculations, but used the laws of probability to prove that
"planetarians" on other worlds are much like humans, and had developed a sense of the visual arts; Carl
Sagan sees clearly that Huygens is a biological chauvinist, but doesn't see as clearly that he, Sagan, may be a
cultural/technological chauvinist when he assumes aliens have highly developed technology like ours, but
better.
Basalla traces the influence of one speculation on the next, showing an unbroken but twisting chain of ideas
passed from one scientist to the next, and from science to popular culture. He even traces the influence of
popular culture on science--Sagan always admitted how much E. R. Burroughs' Martian novels influenced
his speculations about Mars. Throughout, Basalla weaves his theme that scientific belief in and search for
extraterrestrial civilizations is a complex impulse, part secularized-religious, and part anthropomorphic. He
questions the common modern scientific reasoning that life converges on intelligence, and intelligence
converges on one science valid everywhere. He ends the book by agreeing with Stephen Hawking (usually a
safe bet) that intelligence is overrated for survival in the universe, and that we are most likely alone.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Mackenzie:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Civilized Life in the Universe:
Scientists on Intelligent Extraterrestrials book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course
the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

John Harris:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Civilized Life in the Universe: Scientists on
Intelligent Extraterrestrials as the daily resource information.

Roland Hall:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Civilized Life in the Universe:
Scientists on Intelligent Extraterrestrials reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism
Civilized Life in the Universe: Scientists on Intelligent Extraterrestrials as good book not simply by the
cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do
you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

William Hughes:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Civilized Life in the Universe: Scientists on Intelligent
Extraterrestrials can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter
that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Civilized Life
in the Universe: Scientists on Intelligent Extraterrestrials.
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