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Since World War II, the United States has been engaged in near-constant military conflict abroad, often with
ill-defined objectives, ineffectual strategy, and uncertain benefits. In this era of limited congressional
oversight and “wars of choice,” the executive and the armed services have shared the primary responsibility
for making war. The negotiations between presidents and their generals thus grow ever more significant, and
understanding them becomes essential.

Matthew Moten traces a sweeping history of the evolving roles of civilian and military leaders in conducting
war, demonstrating how war strategy and national security policy shifted as political and military institutions
developed, and how they were shaped by leaders’ personalities. Early presidents established the principle of
military subordination to civil government, and from the Civil War to World War II the president’s role as
commander-in-chief solidified, with an increasingly professionalized military offering its counsel. But
General Douglas MacArthur’s insubordination to President Harry Truman during the Korean War put
political-military tensions on public view. Subsequent presidents selected generals who would ally
themselves with administration priorities. Military commanders in Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan did just
that?and the results were poorly conceived policy and badly executed strategy.

The most effective historical collaborations between presidents and their generals were built on mutual
respect for military expertise and civilian authority, and a willingness to negotiate with candor and
competence. Upon these foundations, future soldiers and statesmen can ensure effective decision-making in
the event of war and bring us closer to the possibility of peace.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Thorpe:

This Presidents and Their Generals: An American History of Command in War book is not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside
this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information
you will get. This Presidents and Their Generals: An American History of Command in War without we
comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry
Presidents and Their Generals: An American History of Command in War can bring once you are and not
make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell
phone. This Presidents and Their Generals: An American History of Command in War having very good
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Dawn Hicks:

This Presidents and Their Generals: An American History of Command in War is great reserve for you
because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can declare no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Presidents and Their Generals: An American History of Command in War in your hand
like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that
offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Muriel Colvard:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Presidents and Their Generals: An American History of Command in War offer you a
new experience in looking at a book.

Francisco Garcia:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
collection in your reading list is Presidents and Their Generals: An American History of Command in War.



This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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