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Twentieth-century historians and critics defending the novel have emphasized its role as superseding
something else, as a sort of legitimate usurper that deposed the Epic, a replacement of myth, or religious
narrative. To say that the Age of Early Christianity was really also the Age of the Novel rumples such
historical tidiness––but so it was. From the outset of her discussion, Doody rejects the conventional Anglo-
Saxon distinction between Romance and Novel. This eighteenth-century distinction, she maintains, served
both to keep the foreign––dark-skinned peoples, strange speakers, Muslims, and others––largely out of
literature, and to obscure the diverse nature of the novel itself.

This deeply informed and truly comparative work is staggering in its breadth. Doody treats not only
recognized classics, but also works of usually unacknowledged subgenres––new readings of novels like The
Pickwick Papers, Puddn’head Wilson, L’Assommoir, Death in Venice, and Beloved  are accompanied by
insights into Death on the Nile or The Wind in the Willows. Non-Western writers like Chinua Achebe and
Witi Ihimaera are also included. In her last section, Doody goes on to show that Chinese and Japanese
novels, early and late, bear a strong and not incidental affinity to their Western counterparts. Collectively,
these readings offer the basis for a serious reassessment of the history and the nature of the novel.

The True Story of the Novel marks the beginning of the twenty-first century’s understanding of fiction and of
culture. It is essential reading for anyone with an interest in literature.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Rose:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the The True Story of the
Novel is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Richard Hood:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
you is The True Story of the Novel this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this
world now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that
writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this
book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Kenneth Hill:

Beside this kind of The True Story of the Novel in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't
end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The True
Story of the Novel because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times
have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from right now!

Shalon Dougherty:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The True Story of the Novel can make you experience more
interested to read.
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