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One of the greatest challenges faced by William Clark and Meriwether Lewis on their 1804–6 Corps of
Discovery expedition was that of medical emergencies on the trail. Without an attending physician, even
routine ailments and injuries could have tragic consequences for the expedition’s success and the safety of its
members. Of these dangers, the most insidious and potentially devastating was the slow, painful, and
oftentimes fatal ravage of venereal disease.
 
Physician Thomas P. Lowry delves into the world of nineteenth-century medicine, uncovering the
expedition’s very real fear of venereal disease. Lewis and Clark knew they were unlikely to prevent their
men from forming sexual liaisons on the trail, so they prepared for the consequences of encounters with
potentially infected people, as well as the consequences of preexisting disease, by stocking themselves with
medicine and the latest scientific knowledge from the best minds in America. Lewis and Clark’s expedition
encountered Native peoples who experienced venereal disease as a result of liaisons with French, British,
Spanish, and Canadian travelers and had their own methods for curing its victims, or at least for easing the
pain it inflicted.
 
Lowry’s careful study of the explorers’ journals sheds new light on this neglected aspect of the expedition,
showing in detail how sex and venereal disease affected the men and their mission, and describes how
diverse peoples faced a common threat with the best knowledge and tools at their disposal.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Vinci:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Venereal Disease and the Lewis and Clark Expedition, you may tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Eric Bittinger:

The book untitled Venereal Disease and the Lewis and Clark Expedition contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
will take you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you can read on
your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Elizabeth Sherer:

Beside this kind of Venereal Disease and the Lewis and Clark Expedition in your phone, it might give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got
here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Venereal Disease and the Lewis and Clark Expedition because this book
offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on,
that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar
to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from at this
point!

Teresa Obannon:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This reserve Venereal Disease and the Lewis and Clark Expedition was filled with
regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.
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